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Maaser Money -1

Chiyuv to Take off Maaser Money

During Adar and Nissan

1. The months of Adar and Nissan are a time when Klal Yisroel excels in
the mitzva of tzedaka in a wonderful way. Hundreds of millions of
dollars exchange hands, whether toward matanos I'evyonim,
kimcha d’Pischa, institutions, various organizations, or the like. It is
also an opportune time for the mitzva of tzedaka because it is a time
of geula, and the mitzva of tzedaka brings the Geula closer. Since
much of the money given is maaser money, we will explain some
principles about the chiyuv of giving maaser money.

Level of the Chiyuv

2. D’oraisa. Some poskim hold the chiyuv to set aside maaser from
income is d’oraisa (1"or NYTa 70 V7 70 NYWR WM 25P0 KDY 7D T D).

3. D’rabanan. Other poskim hold the chiyuv is only d’rabanan (>
57371 7707 NPT 7797170 PR MIN 01w 071 IR O MWTHR w1 71 70).

4. Minhag. Most poskim hold taking maaser from income is just a
minhag (o"nn w0 MX X5 >0 T 173, 7"P 0 A1 DIDT 112301 0"IN
X170 77) that we learn from Avrohom Avinu, who took maaser off
everything. This is the approach most poskim take in practice.

5. Since it is a minhag, if someone takes off maaser, he should not stop
without a pressing need, as it is like a minhag to do a mitzva ( n'nno
0°non NIwN Dwa 27po X5w »o). Thus, if someone who does not normally
set aside maaser wants to do so one day, he should say that although
he is setting aside maaser, he is not taking it upon himself to always
do this (270 "> Ton Nanx).

6. Some say that taking off maaser once is already like a neder (n>xw
1o X1 y"ay°); others say it is only like a neder after three times (nw
"7 >0 3N TIDRA AWM X" >0 TP 0'Nn).

7. Taking maaser off profits retroactively. If someone is not
accustomed to taking off maaser but wants to start now, he does
not need to separate maaser from his past profits; it is enough to
take it upon himself to separate maaser from now on ("1 vaw N"w
x™ o v'n). However, if someone took it upon himself to set aside
maaser and after some time started slacking off, he must make up
for the period that he was not taking off maaser (vpo 27170 n"mxp).

Testing Hashem’s Guarantee that One Will Not Lose

8. Chazal interpret the posuk “Ywyn wY” (25 , 7> 01a7) as “Take off
maaser so that you will get rich,” (x"v "o 77 maynm), i.e., it is worth it
for a person to take off maaser in order to get rich. In all other areas,
it is assur to test Hashem, so to speak, but one may do this with
regards to giving maaser (770 v"'m1 "o ¥'m1) because the reward will
definitely come (’po 7'w). Some say since the posuk refers to maaser
from produce, one may not test Hashem about maaser from money
(2"po ow n"nnp), but the Chofetz Chaim follows the Rama, who allows
testing Hashem in this area (x mx ™o Ton nanx). If one sees he is not
getting richer, he should realize that Hashem knows it is better for
him not to get rich (m"opo 713577 11X Y"3m 170 AIMX T /PO NMAA).

How Much to Give

9. The average amount to give is 10% of one’s capital (v"n1 "o 7 y"v
x"0). The best way to do the mitzva is to give up to a fifth [20% -
“chomesh”]; one should not give more than a fifth so that he does
not end up needing tzedaka himself, ch”v (ow x"m).
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10. More than a fifth. One may give more than a fifth of his money to
support Torah since he receives a share of the reward —this does not
have a limit (’p 2"077n% Amn >N, 770 3" TOM NA7AR /1 7T MAIND NXAPN 7OV
DHVTY TR TN P XX).

11. Someone who is extremely wealthy may give more than a fifth (nmw
2 MR T2 70 17N NI MW 77373 0™ TON NA7R /170 710 K71 Y2 N7RY).

12. One may also give more than a fifth for pikuach nefesh as long as he
keeps what he needs to live (>0 m0’x 7" A% N /X AN51 0N Y51 *an>
3 YR XD VOYM APTX DDA N mp). This is also the ruling with
regards to pidyon shevuyim (7”0 v’ 0 w"my).

Keeping Exact Records

13. To properly fulfill the mitzva to take off maaser, one should keep
exact records of all his income and profits, business expenses, and
losses ch”v for a specific period, as well as whatever he gives to
tzedaka during that period (77 »y »0 7v Xnp AT ,7"91 »0 * N M"Y
NP0 V1 70 N'NND3a).

14. Itis advantageous for a person to keep an exact account of his affairs
in order to take off maaser or chomesh. This is better than the
regular mitzva of giving tzedaka since when one gives maaser or
chomesh, his own dealings become partnered with Hashem in a
sense, thereby becoming a mitzva entity (1 mx 2’0 Ton nanx).

Determining a Time Period for Calculating Maaser

15. Every person should set a specific time to calculate his maaser account
—i.e., income, expenses, and tzedaka — based on what is convenient
for his occupation. Some people prefer to do this every month, e.g., in
Eretz Yisroel, where salaries are paid monthly; others prefer to do it
every three months (72170 n), e.g., in places where rent is collected
quarterly; yet others do it every half a year (270 %51 npax nmw).

16. This can also be done once a year (270 i”»» Ton nanx), e.g., at the end
of the tax year or every Rosh Hashana, when the level of a person’s
sustenance is determined ("o v’ 70 WTW).

17. At the end of the predetermined period, one should calculate his
income versus his expenses to figure out his profits. With that
number, he should calculate how much his maaser or chomesh
comes out to. For example, if someone made a profit of 10,000, his
maaser is 1,000, and if he gives chomesh, the total of what he gives
comes out to 2,000.

18. He should then calculate how much tzedaka he gave in that time period.
If it is less than his maaser or chomesh, he should set aside the difference
as the rest of his maaser money and distribute it to the needy.

Giving Maaser in Advance

19. Some poskim hold one may not set aside maaser for his future
profits (¥ »o mwTnn X PIa nMw).

20. However, most poskim hold one may set aside maaser for his future
maaser account (o°rT "N T *w12Y .0V N'ANDI XI5 XY 70 T RDP 73N
"0 X 5P 0 271 DR VIV MY TP PO XM TIBRA 2N, TP "0 T'1%), and the
prevalent minhag follows these poskim. Still, it is best for one to
stipulate when he takes on the mitzva that he will be allowed to give
money to tzedaka and ultimately deduct it from maaser for future
income (270 ™ ToON NA7K).

21. Therefore, if one knows he gave more tzedaka than he needed to
based on his profits from his set time period, he may deduct the
money in excess of maaser from the next period.
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Expenses

Deducting Expenses

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

When figuring out profits, one may first deduct expenses that were
necessary for that income and only count the remainder as profit.
We will now discuss what can halachically be considered an expense.
Day care. A woman who needs to pay to send her children to day
care while she goes to work may deduct the cost from her work
profits. However, if she would send her children to day care even if
she wasn’t working, she may not deduct the cost of the day care (»v
'R 0121 70 P"TIN "N M%7 VIY).

Household expenses. Routine household expenses, such as food
and drink, cleaning, and maintenance, are not considered business
expenses which may be deducted, since that money would be
spent in any event.

Travel. Money spent on commute to work may be deducted from
profits ("o v’ 70 w'my). If one buys a monthly travel pass [“chofshi
chodshi”] that he would not have bought if not for his job, he may
deduct it from his profits even if he uses it for personal travel as well.
Learning a profession. Money spent on learning a profession is a
business expense and may be deducted from one’s profits.

Maaser on Principal and Returns

27.

28.

29.

If one obtains a property or capital fund, strictly speaking, he must
set aside maaser for the face value once, and then again on any
returns he gets.

Received an apartment. Thus, if one received an apartment as a gift
or as an inheritance, officially he must give maaser for its value.
However, he isn’t obligated to spend money from elsewhere as
maaser (¥">p 0 71"n 127 VIV NV ,WYNM ApT3R o ymix fov). If he rents
out the apartment, he must set aside maaser from the rent money.
If he sells the apartment, he must set aside maaser from the money
he receives for it (oY1 77283 7 "3 ,X" "0 ANNWY NPIXY 1MW),

Using rent income to pay off a mortgage. If one bought an apartment
for, say, $300,000 as an investment and paid $100,000 himself, taking
out a mortgage from the bank for the remaining $200,000, and he is
paying off the mortgage with the rent money he is collecting, he does
not need to take maaser off that money; it is considered an expense
to pay off his mortgage. However, if he will sell the apartment, he will
need to take off maaser for its principal value, i.e., the $200,000 that
he did not yet set aside maaser for @Swr 721 1M P2).

Income and Profits

Profits

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Multiple businesses. If someone has multiple businesses, and he
profits from one but suffers a loss from another, or profits initially
and then suffers a loss, and he set a specific time to take off maaser
(above, 15), he can put all his businesses together, calculate one sum
total based on his income and expenses from all his businesses, and
then give maaser for the grand total ("v mx " Vowm APTX).

Shares, stocks. Some people buy shares in companies and then sell
them after some time. If someone did this as a onetime venture, he
should set aside maaser from the profits when he sells the shares.
However, if he constantly deals with stocks, buying, selling, etc.,
instead of taking off maaser every time he sells, he can make a
calculation of what he made versus what he lost at the end of the
time period he set for himself, e.g. half a year or one year, and take
off maaser from his net profits (2 mx v’s fpPTX MK, YW V).
Gifts. If one received items as gifts, e.g., on the occasion of his

Received Money to Purchase Something Specific

35.

36.

If someone is given money to buy something specific, e.g. a washing
machine, a new coat, etc., the recipient of the money becomes a
shliach to buy the item for the one who gave him the money, even
if he is the one benefiting. Therefore, he does not need to take
maaser off that money ("opo 17357 17X 70 namx 17 ,X7n).

If he received more than he spent to buy the item, e.g., he received
1,000 shekalim to buy a coat but the coat only costed 800 shekalim,
he must take maaser off the entire amount he received. This is
because he is clearly not a shliach to buy the coat; rather, he was
given money to buy it himself, and maaser must be given for that
money (n myn V"D APTX NMRA YY) 17 1n). This is true even in a case
where he has to pay some of his own money to arrive at the maaser.

Government Stipend

37.

38.

39.

40.

One must set aside maaser for any money he receives from a
government, e.g., income support, unemployment, etc. If someone
receives disability benefits but also has medical expenses for that
disability, he can deduct his expenses from the benefits and give
maaser from what is left (xn mx v"o APTX MR, PO 3IA0).

Child benefits, maternity grant. Someone who receives child
benefits from his country’s national insurance [e.g., Bituach Leumi]
must take off maaser — since no one actually spends that money
specifically on expenses associated with his children, it is considered
general income (m mx v APTX NMK3).

Housing benefit. Some benevolent countries, e.g., England, grant
stipends to people who cannot afford to pay rent by themselves.
Since this money is given for a specific purpose, if someone utilizes
it to help pay rent, he does not need to take off maaser from it,
whether he gets the money himself or it is paid directly to his
landlord (7> mx v NPT NMRA X"YNA).

However, some say that since the housing benefit money saves one
from paying rent himself, he must take off maaser from it (wn
Txamx). [As far as whether he needs to take off maaser based on the
market rental rate for this apartment or on how much he would be
willing to pay rent, see " >0 x"n o»n >pin N"w].

Bochurim, Avreichim Supported by Their Parents

41.

42.

43.

44,

Bochurim. A bochur does not need to take off maaser from money
his parents give him for food, clothes, tuition, and the like (nx nmw
opv v o 1T p o 2’1 7). However, if his yeshiva provides everything
and his parents give him allowance money to buy things beyond his
needs, he must take maaser off that money (35 »o 'n xPowT ’Xn>n).
Avreichim. If a couple receives a sum of money from their parents
determined based on the expenses for their basic necessities, and
none of it is left over at the end of the month, they do not need to
take off maaser from it. This is because it was given for a specific
purpose, i.e., their needs, and if they would take off maaser, they
would be short on money for their basic necessities; their parents
gave it to cover their costs, not to create more costs (xmawT ’n>M
ow). If they would take off maaser, their parents would need to give
more money, and then the maaser is falling on the parents — this is
not within the minhag (@ 77axa 7m p"2).

However, if they get more than the costs of their basic needs, e.g.,
they have extra money at the end of the month to put into savings,
they must take off maaser since the money was given to them
plentifully, not just for their basic needs.

If an avreich gets a kollel stipend or tutors a bochur for pay, that
money is like any income, and he must take off maaser unless he is
in a difficult financial situation, in which case he is exempt from
maaser altogether.

marriage, he does not need to use money he received as
maaser for the cash value of items he received. However, if he
received money, he must set aside maaser (7o 2'n">n T n"w).
If he received checks, he must use cash as maaser for them.
Apartment rental income. Someone who rents out an
apartment must take maaser off the rent he collects. If he also
pays rent for the apartment he lives in, he only needs to take
off maaser for rent money he collects in excess of what he
personally pays for rent (775w »o v'n  nipn vVaw MY TN).

Stolen item that was returned. If something was stolen from
someone and then returned, he does not need to give maaser
from it. If, however, money was stolen from someone and then
returned to him after he had given up hope of recovering it, he
must take maaser off that money (> »o 1'n x»x n"w).
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