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Krias HaTorah

Merits and Importance of Answering Amen

Needs Reinforcing

1.

Answering Amen to brachos is one of the most common
occurrences in daily life; it is at hand in every time and place. It is
also one of the simplest things. Because of its frequency, many
people are lax about it; yet we find that Chazal abundantly praise
its merits. Thus, we saw a need to encourage appreciation of its
importance and care in its fulfillment.

With halachic meticulousness. Even for something as simple as
answering Amen, there are loads of halachos which can easily be
violated if one does not know them. In fact, it is specifically
because answering Amen is so simple that Chazal (77 m>72 '
x"p) highlight the punishment for a person who answers Amen
improperly out of laxity. Thus, we saw a need to publicize these
halachos so that people are always familiar with them, thereby
lengthening their days and years.

Merits

3.

Opens the gates of Gan Eden. Reish Lakish said, “The gates of Gan
Eden are opened for anyone who answers Amen with all his
strength, as the posuk says, ‘DMK MW P> 13 X121 DYW NN’
—don’t read it as emunim, but rather as amenim” (©™p 77 naw M
2"y). The Zohar says that if someone hears a brachah and does not
have kavanah to answer Amen properly, “Close the gates” is
announced for him, i.e., he may not enter and rise up (p"r).
Child. As soon as a child merely answers Amen, he has a share in
Olam Haba (1”0 773 "0 m"IX X121 ,12 Y3,0"p 77 P70 ') Thus, one
should teach even his young children to answer Amen.
Considered great by Hashem. There is nothing greater before
Hashem than Amen answered by Klal Yisroel (X120 >3 '0 7121 w1N).
One who answers Amen in this world will be zocheh to answer
Amen le’asid lavo (ow).

One who answers Amen is greater than the mevereich. Chazal say
(2" "0 71,27 1 91 mo13), “The one who answers Amen is greater
than the mevareich,” for without the Amen, the brachah is like half
a body (apy '» p"am). A brachah is like a document testifying that
Hashem is the Source of brachos; one who answers Amen is like the
signing witnesses who verify the document — he is the one who
completes the brachah (nYwa’o »na1°31). Some write that the reason
is because brachos are d’rabanan, whereas answering Amen is
connected to a posuk, as we will now discuss (X NIX 1mp 19XY pny).

Obligation to Answer Amen

Source

7.

One who hears a Jew say any brachah must answer Amen even if he
is not obligated to say that brachah (3”0 101”0 nx p"w). This is learned
from the posuk “pYxY 572 1277 ,%pXR 11 DW *3,” on which Chazal say
(x" 1 77 XY M), “Moshe said to Yisroel, ‘When | mention Hashem,
you ascribe greatness to Elokeinu”, by answering Amen (n"po ow 2™).

D'oraisa or D’rabanan?

8.

9.

The basic understanding is that answering Amen is d’rabanan, and
the abovementioned posuk is an asmachta.

Brachos d’oraisa. However, some hold that for mitzvos asei
consisting of a brachah, e.g., Birkas HaTorah (173 >0 XX 1" >0 2™),
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Birkas HaMazon, Birkas Kohanim (nir n »n 75 n%sn »n 100 np
T A7 N1912 Y'warKR), and the like, answering Amen is also d’oraisa
(,7PTXA D DY X3 NN 02 313D ,1"0 MIXN NIXNT PIN 17270 0wl 7112 7Y
19101 PO KX 1707 70 MK A'MB).

Connotation of “Amen”

Parshas Vayechi 5783

Meaning of “Amen”

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

mK'1 79N YR. The word Amen means truth. When saying Amen,
one should have in mind, “The brachah that was said is true, and |
believe it” ("0 7"3p "o Y"MW). "NX stands for X1 19 YR, which is
also its meaning (1"9po 21,27y V™p 7T NIV M3).

Working on having kavanah. Kavanah when answering Amen is
something that needs reinforcement. From a young age, we
become accustomed to answering Amen and we think saying it is
enough. In truth, we need to mature and develop ourselves a bit.
It is not about just saying Amen; it is about considering what the
mevareich said, and it is another opportunity to have kavanah,
daven, connect and express praise and gratitude to Hashem. [A
hint to this idea: the letters of "R appear at the beginning of the
words “nx171 7InR *1>wn” — by answering Amen, we continue to
glorify Hashem’s greatness and we are zocheh to “be brought into
the King’s chamber” (*'n mix v"n woxrpM 77N *727).]

Brachos of hoda’ah. For a birkas hoda’ah, e.g., Boruch She’amar,
Yishtabach, Go’al Yisroel, and the like, the intent of Amen is as stated
(above, 10). When the brachah has a chasimah, one should also have
that in mind. E.g., when the chazan concludes, “Dinax 1an »’x3,” one
should say Amen and think, It is true that the Name of Hashem, Who
was the Shield of Avraham, should be blessed. The same goes for
other brachos which just contain praise, e.g., the brachah of Modim
(7"5921,"NYW YV MWK 227 71521 777 YR PP1,770p0 DY 2", XM
YINY YW MNINKR ‘2 *23% 0TI A9 N 77T 790N PrIp).

Brachos with a tefillah. For brachos containing both tefillah and
praise, one must have kavanah for both when saying Amen. E.g.,
for the brachah of Atah Chonein, one should say Amen and think,
Itis true that He grants wisdom, and may it be His will that He grant
wisdom to us as well. The same goes for other brachos (i”5po 2™n).
In practice. Since it is hard for us to muster our kavanah for long
things like this, when answering Amen one may suffice with the
kavanabh, It is true and may it come to be (,wTn1 17 TYYN X1 DVA
WOXRYLIA X"X), but not less than that.

Kaddish. The nusach of Kadish consists of requests. Thus, one must
have in mind, May it come to be; may it be His will that this thing
is fulfilled (7”21 7"5p0 2).

Other Tefillos and Requests

16.

17.
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One should answer Amen to any words of brachah spoken by or
about a Jew, as well as to any words of supplication or request,
even without mention of Hashem’s Name and malchus (o 2"n
VPO V1 "D ,"po V'EP). Thus, if one hears another person
bentching, he should say Amen to the Harachamans (ow 2™n).

To a mi shebeirach. Similarly, one should answer Amen to a mi
shebeirach during Krias HaTorah, as it contains a request and
tefillah. Doing so fulfills the mitzvah of 713 y7% namx (nb>wn iy
X"D 1’01 ”0). One should be meticulous to answer this Amen
(68 "y11 Y"mX 2D 19°0N INYW M°On XTWNN).
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Halachos of Answering Amen

Amen Chatufah [Rushed Amen]

18. Improperly vowelized. One must be careful not to say “a rushed
Amen.” One explanation of this is that it refers to improper
vowelization, e.g., with a shva or pasach under the aleph. The
aleph must be pronounced with a komatz (v”5po 2" ,n"0 1"5p Y"WV).

19. Saying it quickly. Similarly, one should not rush and answer Amen
before the mevareich finishes his brachah (ow y"w). Wait until the
mevareich or chazan completely finishes the last word, and only
then answer Amen (Y"po am).

Amen Ketufah [Broken Amen]

20. Proper enunciation. One must make sure to pronounce the letters
properly, such that each letter is distinguishable. For example, one
should not slur the nun (ow ") in a way that it is not clearly heard,
even if he said it. Similarly, one should not slur the aleph or mem
(130 NR7Ip 777 9"AR03).

21. Broken in two. Another explanation is that one should not break
the word in two by pausing between the two syllables (“A - mein”)
(oW R"m i owa ).

Amen Yesomah [“Orphaned” Amen]

22. Doesn’t know what he’s answering to. An amen yesomah is when
the Amen is “orphaned” and disconnected from the brachah, i.e.,
one answers Amen without any knowledge of which brachah he is
answering to. One should not say an amen yesomah. See below
(par. 26) for details about this halachah.

23. Paused after brachah. Another explanation: an amen yesomah is
when one pauses between the end of the brachah and answering
Amen. In other words, once it is past toch k’dei dibur [about two
to three seconds] after the end of a brachah, one should not say
Amen, as that is an amen yesomah (1"9po 2 ,0w X"m). It often
happens that a baal korei says Amen before beginning to lein, well
after the oleh finishes his brachah.

24. In atzibbur. As long as the tzibbur is still answering Amen, one may
answer with them even if it is past toch k’dei dibur. This is only if
most of the tzibbur has not finished saying Amen (ow 2"n), and he
answers within toch k’dei dibur of their answering (71 7”1 Y"nx0a).

Amen Ketzarah [Short Amen]

25. One should not say Amen in a short, rushed manner lest it appear
like a burden. It should be somewhat extended — long enough to say
‘MKx1 7on YR’ (n"o ow M), which is what Amen means and is an
acronym for (1"5po 2"n). However, one should not extend it too much
because when doing so, the word is not heard properly (ow y"w).

Did Not Hear Entire Brachah

26. Birchos hamitzvah. One who wants to be yotzei a brachah by
listening to someone else say it must hear the entire brachah from
beginning to end (x’o0 2”0 ¥y"v); then he must answer Amen ( V1w
"p0 2" 270 1"'01 "0). However, he is still yotzei if he did not answer
("po 2" 2"0 1™ o YMw). [If one is using M1 to be motzi
someone else in a brachah he himself was already yotzei, some
hold if the other person does not answer Amen, he is not yotzei
(770 V™ "o R"Y).]

27. Regular brachah. When one is not being yotzei the brachah he is
hearing, the Mechaber holds he may answer Amen if he hears
others answering Amen, even if he does not know which brachah
he is answering to (n"o ow Y"v).

28. Rama. However, the Rama holds for all brachos that if one does
not know which brachah he is answering to, he may not say Amen
(ow x"m). If he knows which brachah he is answering, he may say
Amen even if he did not hear the end of the brachah (3">po 2™n).

29. Chazaras Hashatz. Nowadays that everyone says his own
Shemoneh Esrei and no one is yotzei with the chazan, according to
the abovementioned opinion of the Mechaber, one may say Amen
even without knowing which brachah he is answering to ( X">po a1
nyT3a). According to the Rama, one should I'chatchilah make sure
to know which brachah he is answering to and also listen to the
end of the brachah. B’dieved, he may say Amen as long as he
knows which brachah was said, even if he did not hear it (">po a™n).

Over the Phone, on a Recording

30. Phone. Even though we hold one cannot be yotzei a brachah he
hears from a distance over the phone, a loudspeaker, or a live
broadcast, he may still say Amen, as he is answering in real time to
a brachah someone said (Y71 VAW NV ,2”Y »0 2”0 MYHXR NN Y
70 »0 71"n). This is no worse than the case of the cloth waved in
Alexandria, Egypt to signal the end of a brachah that people did

Answering at the Same Volume as the Mevareich

32. Louder than mevareich. One should not say Amen in a louder
voice than the mevareich’s (20 7"5p "o Y"w) based on the posuk,
“PIm° MW 7RI DR 1Y 19 T,” which implies their voices should
be equal (1"po 2"n). One may say Amen in a voice louder than the
mevareich’s if he has a valid reason, e.g., to spur other people to
answer too (0w 2™n); to arouse his kavanah in fulfillment of Chazal’s
statement (see above, 3) that the gates of Gan Eden are opened for
one who answers Amen with all his strength ( >napn vaw n"wa 1" m
"% 70 1"1); or the chazan has a soft voice (ow).

33. Quietly. Based on the above posuk [“PTm mw Anmn”], one
should also not answer in a softer voice than the mevareich’s; they
should be the same volume (ow).

Answering Amen to One’s Personal Shemoneh Esrei

34. Quiet Shemoneh Esrei. When saying Shemoneh Esrei, one must
hear what he is saying, but he should not make his voice heard out
loud (2”0 x"p »o Y"Ww). L'chatchilah one should daven so quietly that
even someone standing nearby cannot hear (po 2m), but if one
cannot have kavanah that way, he may daven in a somewhat audible
voice as long as he is not bothering others in his vicinity (ow).

35. Saying Amen. If one is davening Shemoneh Esrei somewhat
audibly and the person next to him hears the end of a brachah, he
should not say Amen. The one davening is doing something
improper — as others can hear his brachah — and the directive to
answer Amen was not said in this case ( X"1wm31,mYw Nnon 22 poo
10 D "1 191 VAV N"MY 2790 1D YW Mo>Yi).

Increasing the Answering of Amen

Saying Brachos Out Loud

36. It is very important to have others say Amen to one’s brachos.
Therefore, one should strive to say brachos in a way that others
will answer to them (’o,x">po 775 >0 0N 722 X217 2PY 'D W1 P
0"PD "1 D YpPWil IPXMN 0P T RX).

37. Thus, one should say all brachos out loud so that others will hear
and say Amen. One should accustom himself to saying brachos in
a way that others can answer Amen, as through this, his brachos
become complete (70 MX X" 2N AKX >0 "0 KA PTIPRN 17A).
Additionally, using one’s voice arouses kavanah (1m0 "o v’n1a
7"™>wn owa X"po). According to this reason, one should say a
brachah out loud even if there is no one there listening.

Ninety Amenim

38. Every Jewish man should strive to answer Amen ninety times a day
(o MX DY 277 YNV ,7”PO 72IWN YW 1po 1 *0 M) to brachos, not
including Amen to Kaddish (vp »0 1xon y™man nmw). Chazal find a hint
to this in the posuk (2,72 pwr) “D IR MY P13 13 X2 0YW In” —
the word p™x stands for ninety amenim, four Kedushos, ten
Kaddishim, and one hundred brachos (73,7572 77 nmpn 75’02 >ma 117
"M oW1 39po 1"9p o o). In the future, everyone will be asked if
he was considered a p™7x by fulfilling this acronym every day (171 7o0).

Birchos HaShachar

39. Tzibbur. Many have the minhag that the chazan in shul says the
brachos out loud and everyone says Amen. Since nowadays the
chazan is not motzi others, everyone in the tzibbur also says the
brachos out loud so that everyone can answer Amen to them (y™w
70 1 "0 nMR). This is to increase the answering of Amen for
everyone and to help get to ninety Amenim a day (above, 28).

40. Individual. Even if they are not saying the brachos out loud for the
whole shul [because that is for older people and not everyone can do
it (N"po DW XX AMp)], many people at least try to find another person
to say Birchos HaShachar in front of so that he can answer Amen.

41. Similarly, many tzaddikim make sure to hear multiple people say
Birchos HaShachar every day to help get to ninety Amenim (,5"rxn
D™MAN IPIPT,PYIPN 1IAR 1°2,0P32 M IPIPT,ATIAYA W TIO°,0W YYan
D71K N1INIX PID D30K %32 ’02 IR TIY1,1"MTRA, D71 137, W'R).

42. At home. Even at home, a husband and wife can say the brachos
to each other (Tww1°poa»ip n™an anm). It is also proper for one to
train each of his sons and daughters to say all the Birchos
HaShachar out loud and answer Amen to each other’s brachos.
They should also be trained to say all birchos hanehenin, Asher
Yatzar, and Birkas HaMazon out loud and all answer Amen (>11
1% 'Y ,1"0 MY AN’ 7107’01 YOOV RN APY’).

not hear (2"y "1 77 1210). Nowadays,
one usually hears the brachah within
toch k’dei dibur (above, 23) even on an
international call.

31. Recording. However, one should not
say Amen to a recording of a brachah
someone made at an earlier time.
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