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Accruing Affluence 
The Maharsha1 writes that a person should put 

aside money for his old age. 

 
   

 
1 Chidushei Aggados, Nida 65a, s.v. kivan. 

We can learn from Yosef’s actions — save from 
the years of plenty for the years of famine.2 Likewise, a 
person should accrue money when he is younger for the 
future time of his old age. This is proper hishtadlus, just as 
a person would do hishtadlus for other matters the Torah 
requires.   

   

An allusion to this can be found in the words   בזעת

לחםאפי תאכל  ך  , by the sweat of your brow shall you eat 

2 Breishis 41.  
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bread.3 This can be interpreted as בזעת אפיך, work, so that 
 you will have sustenance when you are older. For ,תאכל לחם
most people, they reach a juncture in their life when they 
live off the work they did when they were younger.  
************************************************ 

Davening in the Dark 
We know Yaakov had lots of troubles — Lavan, 

Esav, Rachel, Dina, Yosef, Shimon and Binyomin.4 It is 
especially in times of pain that one should daven. This is 
akin to what the Shulchan Aruch writes that just as the 
public fasts and davens on the communal pain, so too each 
individual should fast and daven on his personal pain.5 It 
could be that Hashem sent the suffering in order for the 
person to daven, similar to what the Midrash says that 
Hashem made the matriarchs barren because He yearns 
for their tefilla.6  

 

Which tefilla did Yaakov institute? Maariv,7 the 
nighttime tefilla.8 This also refers to the tefilla for the dark 
times in a person’s life, as was the case with Yaakov, the 
person that endured immense trouble in his life.  

 
************************************************ 

The Perpetual Husband 
A woman sent her son to R’ Shneur Zalman 

Dober9 with the following question: Her husband who 
passed away was a great person with superb qualities and 
exalted character traits. He was well-liked by people as his 
house was always open for hospitality. This man would 
feed people happily for free and would tolerate all types 
of people. He was a true yerei shamayim and designated 
times for learning Torah. This widow withheld herself from 
getting remarried because she feared that when techias 
hameisim comes she will not return to her husband. She 
wanted to know who she will be with at that time of 
techias hameisim.  

 

R’ Shneur Zalman Dober answered that the Zohar 
says that a woman who marries two men, in the future will 
return to her first husband. 
************************************************ 

A Vibe to Imbibe 
The Gemara tells us that Ovadia merited prophesy 

on the falling of Edom (Esav’s nation) since he lived with 
wicked people (Izevel and Achav), yet didn’t learn from 
their bad deeds. What is the connection between the two?   

 

The Rambam10 cautions us with who we surround 
ourselves, since they affect us. If so, Esav should have been 
a Tzadik since he was around Yitzchak and Rivka. Ovadia 
on the other hand, should have been wicked because of 
Izevel and Achav.   

 

There are two types of those who don’t learn 
from another’s bad ways. It can be passive as in keeping a 
distance from them. However, a higher level is from 
actively fighting the wave.11 The saying goes, “Are you 
going to ride the wave or let the wave ride you?”  

 

Predicated on this we can understand why the 
pasuk highlights that Rivka was the daughter of Besuel 
and the sister of Lavan although we already know this. It is 
to relate her praise that she was the daughter and sister of 
nefarious people yet she didn’t follow in their path.12 This 
gives us a deeper appreciation in ...עם לבן הרשע גרתי, I lived 
with Lavan and observed the 613 mitzvos and did not learn 
from his evil deeds.13 Yaakov was proactive in not learning 
from Lavan’s nefarious ways. In a similar way, Yosef who 
was surrounded by the lowest of people in Mitzrayim, was 
steadfast in his righteousness. This is the meaning in  ויוסף

 he ruled over the physicality that was 14:הוא השליט על הארץ
present in Mitzrayim.  

  

Esav on the other hand fought the tide of those 
who were good around him. Ovadia fought the tide of 
wickedness and was therefore a Tzadik. Consequently, we 
now see the connection of the prophesy Ovadia merited 
since he didn’t learn from the wicked. 
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3 Breishis 3:19.  
4 Breishis 43:14, Rashi א-ל. The following are some hints to Yaakov’s 
troubles: the word  עדלמי (Breishis 38:1) forms an acronym of בן,  לינה,  דשו,  ע

וסף י לאך )של עשו(, מ . The Rosh (Breishis 37:1) — in explaining why it states 
 alludes ישב  and he lived — says that ,ויגר Yaakov settled, and not ,וישב יעקב 
to נימיןבמעון,  ש וסף,  י  (see Breishis 42:36). The Vilna Gaon (Peninim 
Mishulchan Hagra, Mikeitz) comments on the words  עלי היו כלנה, upon me 
has it all fallen, that  עלי is an acronym for וסף  יבן,  לשו,  ע  since Yaakov 
thought only these would be his troubles (see there).   
5 Orach Chaim 578:1. See Rambam, Hilchos Taaniyos 1:1. The Kotzker 
Rebbe once said, “There is nothing as complete as a broken heart.” 
6 Breishis Rabba 45:4. So through davening, one fulfills the purpose of the 
pain he is going through. Of course one should daven before trouble 
occurs as in יקדים אדם תפלה לצרה (Sanhedrin 44b).   
7 Brachos 26b. In the tefillos that brought Yaakov into the world it says 
 The Gemara (Succa .עתר entreat (Breishis 25:21). This is rooted in ,ויעתר
14a) says that the tefillos of Tzadikim are compared to an עתר, pitchfork 
since just as a pitchfork turns over the grain on a threshing floor from one 
place to another, so too the tefillos of Tzadikim turn over the daas of 
Hashem from the attribute of harsh judgement to Mercy. This is specific 
to Yaakov whose tefilla, Maariv, is at nighttime, representing din. Is it any 
surprise that עתר are the first letters of  שותר רבית  עפלת  ת  (see Mishna Brura 
106:4).  

 
8 Before we say  ברכו at Maariv, we recite והוא רחום, He, the Merciful One 
(Tehillim 78:38). This is based on a Midrash that says there are three   מלאכי

 damaging Malachim, that rule in Gehinom at nighttime. Their names ,חבלה
are  אף ולא   We therefore say .חימה and משחית,  עון  יכפר  רחום  ישחית והוא  , 
Hashem is forgiving on iniquity and does not destroy, corresponding to 
the Malach named משחית. We then say להשיב   אפו  He frequently ,והרבה 
withdraws His anger, to combat the Malach named אף. Lastly, we say   ולא

כל   חמתויעיר  , not arousing His entire wrath, counteracting the Malach 
named חימה (Taamai Haminhagim, p. 548). 
9 Shu”t Matzav Ha’yashar, 1:7. It was published in Vilna in 1881.  
10 Hilchos Daos 6:1. See Mishlei 3:34, Rashi.  
11 The same applies in the reverse. One can learn good from another by 
just being around them — passive. It has been advised for one to 
surround himself with the types of people he wants to become. If one 
wants to be a positive thinker, he should hang around those who see 
things in a positive light.  
12 Breishis 25:20, Rashi.  
13 Breishis 32:5, Rashi.  
14 Breishis 42:6. The simple meaning is that Yosef was the viceroy over the 
land. 


