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Please do not
read during
davening or

Krias HaTorah

Tefilas Haderech

Source

1. Torah. We find that Yaakov Avinu said Tefilas Haderech. The posuk
('2,m"> wR13) says, “Yaakov took a neder saying, ‘If Hashem will be
with me and guard me on this path | am going on ...””. We also find
that when Klal Yisroel traveled in the Midbar, they said the posuk
(1”9 ,» 727Tm3) “I011 PR XD N ANIP VN MR PIRA P01 0N
7301 RIvn.” The meforshim explain that this was their Tefilas
Haderech (>11pn ,’o1n *Syan o°ipr ny).

2. Gemara. The Gemara says (2"y v"2 77 m1273), “When you set out to
travel, take leave from your Creator and [then] depart ... This is
Tefilas Haderech.” Chazal also say (ow), “Anyone who sets out to
travel must daven Tefilas Haderech. What is Tefilas Haderech? * i
121 DYYH ITYIM DY 115°5w 131 771050 111”7 This is a mitzvah
d’rabanan (770 yIx '0).

Reasons for Tefilas Haderech

3. Protection. One of the reasons Chazal instituted Tefilas Haderech
is because travel involves danger, and the Satan accuses in
dangerous situations. Thus, one should ask Hashem to protect him
from danger.

4. Travel diminishes. Additionally, travel diminishes a person’s
money and his name (72 7% '® n%nn "w3 77 "D M1 NHVY);
Chazal therefore instituted a brachah to prevent these things from
becoming diminished (0" nw1D 7% 7% 121 PwRI3).

Only When Traveling in a Dangerous Place?

5. Dangerous place. The Gemara says (ow) that when a person goes
to a truly dangerous place, i.e., one with a known danger of wild
animals, bandits, or the like, he is agitated and does not have the
composure to daven properly. Therefore, he cannot say
Shemoneh Esrei or even the abridged tefilah of Havineinu. Instead,
he should say the following short tefilah: “anyT parm Jnp »o7x
71”13 Y321 101D T3 TR AR YIY INNW PR ' PInbn 11X o 0P
19’50 YW 71 ANR TN ,aMonn *7 .” When he reaches town and
calms down, he must say Shemoneh Esrei (30 >"p "o nmx ymw) if it is
still within the zman (7”po 2a™).

6. Place without danger. Although this short tefilah was instituted
for dangerous places, Tefilas Haderech was instituted even when
traveling to a place without any serious danger ("0 012 %3). While
all travel involves danger (1”1 7”0 nm>7a *nbwiv), it is just a small
aspect of danger and not a specific, known danger. It is for this that
Tefilas Haderech was instituted (m"n »o w"xp i XN P17 MKR).

Types of Danger

7. Bandits, wild animals. According to the Gemara and the nusach of
the tefilah, Tefilas Haderech was instituted for dangers that can
occur during travel, e.g., bandits, wild animals, enemies,
ambushes, etc. Some wonder whether one can say this tefilah with
Hashem’s Name today, when most intercity roads are well-paved,
have virtually no wild animals or bandits, and are generally
protected and safe (3’po 170 "0 w"mxp). [See Issue 102, par. 54,
where we pointed out that unfortunately, even today, we require
protection from some people who drive like wild animals (171 p™
oW1 77283). We also told the story about a person who asked Rav
Matisyahu Salomon x"v°%w why we mention wild animals in Tefilas
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Haderech nowadays, whereupon a bee entered the car and
pestered the driver to the point of a near disaster.]

Traffic accidents. Still, most poskim hold that even today one can
and should say the tefilah and brachah. The tefilah mentions
“Mmy7 nrm o°ooY” because those were common in those days, but
we also daven that Hashem “lead us in peace ...” and save us “from
all types of misfortunes that break forth and come to the world.”
This includes all types of dangers, e.g., traffic accidents, which are
common today »"5. Thus, we do not deviate from the text of the
tefilah established by Chazal; we say the tefilah the way it was
always said (2”0 'y XM 1127 MIMIX).

Train, plane. For this reason, the minhag is to also say Tefilas
Haderech when traveling between cities by train or plane. Even
though there are no wild animals or bandits, sometimes there are
accidents, DnY i ( MONYR TTY 70N 7P "0 3N RN VN1 YRV N
RN OW1 0”EP 7O X"N NIAIM 112790 ,1"MKX Pl ,»"p »o).

Travel Distance that Requires Tefilas Haderech

10.

11.

12.

Parsah. The brachah is only said when traveling a parsah (ow y"w
10) — 3.84 km [nx3 n™an] or 4.6 km [R™1n] as there is little danger
of wild animals and bandits within a parsah of a city (>"po 2™n).
Shiur of distance. The brachah is said whether one travels by foot,
car, train, or boat; the shiur is a measure of distance, not of the
time it takes to travel a parsah (5"po 27n). The shiur only starts after
leaving the city of departure’s “ibur,” i.e., just over 70 amos
outside the city (7"po w72 170 "0 TNYWN MXP). [Some Sephardim do
not make the brachah on a trip that will take less than the amount
of time it takes to walk a parsah — 72 minutes (,’n >0 7737 11751 "MW
m 0 T 2’1 0°YYo 11 n"w). If they will be returning, the time spent
at the location and the return time are included in the 72 minutes.
But Ashkenazim only measure the shiur by distance.]

In any case, if one knows he is in a dangerous area, he can say the
brachah even when traveling within a parsah (v"»0 2m). Thus, if one
is passing through a dangerous area, e.g., a neighborhood of rock-
throwing Arabs or other dangerous population, he can say the
brachah even if the whole trip is within a parsah.

When to Say Tefilas Haderech

13.

14.

15.

Lechatchilah, Tefilas Haderech is only said after one is on the road
(ow y"w) and has left the city’s ibur, i.e., after passing all the city’s
houses and then an additional 70 amos plus a bit, but within the
first parsah of travel (ow x"m).

Today. Nowadays that the primary danger of travel is traffic
accidents p"% (above, 8), not really bandits or wild animals, one can
say Tefilas Haderech as soon as he leaves the city on the highway
since accidents also happen within a parsah. One does not need to
be worried and make sure there are no longer houses around since
the tefilah was primarily instituted for intercity travel involving
danger. Thus, even if there are some houses or small villages at the
sides of the road, one can and should say Tefilas Haderech if he has
left the city and the general speed of travel is higher, as the risks
are greater ( Y21p 271 71w ©IN,X"3 0 "1 MY VIV 1MW, PAYYON TIRAT
DW NIAIM MNP MY ry).

Forgot to say. If one forgot Tefilas Haderech at the beginning of
the trip, he can say it at any point until he gets within a parsah of
his destination city. Once he is within a parsah, he can say the
tefilah without the ending [“7%°5n yn1w 7 ANX 7112"] (oW Y™W).
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Common Trips

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21

From Yerushalayim. When leaving Yerushalayim [on Highway 1],
e.g., to Bnei Brak and beyond, Beit Shemesh, Ben Gurion Airport,
Modiin lllit, etc., one should say Tefilas Haderech, as these places are
more than a parsah away. It can be said when one is on the highway
past Har Hamenuchos, which is within a parsah. It does not matter if
there are still some houses at the side of the road since practically
speaking, this is out of the city and we need Hashem to protect us
from the risk of accident (above, 14).

One should certainly say Tefilas Haderech immediately upon leaving
the city when using roads closer to Arab neighborhoods [e.g., the 443
or the highway to Yam Hamelach,].

Cities near Yerushalayim. Even when traveling to cities near
Yerushalayim, Tefilas Haderech is said if the trip is at least a parsah
according to all poskim [4.6 km], e.g., to Telz-Stone, and certainly to
Maaleh Adumim, or Beitar lllit as the road passes Arab neighborhoods.
From Bnei Brak. When leaving Bnei Brak, one should say Tefilas
Haderech as soon as he is on the highway [the 4]. Even though there
are houses around, this is already outside the city and a place of
potential risk ("own 1ON 7N *WPIAN YR, TV TV "X YY1 RN I3 D).
Highway within city. When driving on a highway within a city
[e.g. the Begin, which crosses through Jerusalem, or in a city like
New York], even though there is a risk of accident, since it is in
the city, we do not innovate or add onto what Chazal instituted.
Thus, Tefilas Haderech is only said when traveling outside a city.

. The West Bank. When traveling in the West Bank, an area that is

assumed to be dangerous »", e.g., to Chevron, one should say
Tefilas Haderech even when traveling less than a parsah (see
above, 12). There are dangerous places where it is assur to travel
at all, e.g., places under Palestinian control, like Kever Yosef
Hatzadik in Shechem or the like.

Common Risks of Travel, Chiyuv to Be Careful

Following Traffic Laws

22.

23.

24,

Sadly, there have been many traffic accidents lately all over. It is
our obligation to reinforce matters that need improvement and
urge the tzibbur about exercising caution on the road so that we
can say “Our hands did not spill this blood.”

There are traffic laws meant for the safety of the travelers. It goes
without saying that the Torah also obligates us to follow them: this
is part of bein adam I'chaveiro; so that we do not cause damage or
danger to ourselves because of “D3>nwo1% XN DNMWN” (/7027
1"0); so that we do not damage others as an p>mi 07X; and part of
the chiyuv to be guard the issur of murder, as the posuk says,
“IRn DI MW Y MYA” (v DWY).

Without getting into the halachic question of what falls under “ X7
XP7 XMYnT” and whether that applies in Eretz Yisroel, common
sense obligates a certain level of caution and to have accepted rules.
The Torah obligates every person to strengthen himself to act with
good, proper middos in bein adam I'chaveiro; to exercise caution with
other people’s lives and money; and to think about others.

Pedestrians

25.

26.

Walking on the street. For the sake of order and safety, the
sidewalk is designated for pedestrians and the street is
designated for cars. However, many people choose to walk
specifically on the street, where cars go by, even when there is
no reason not to walk on the sidewalk [perhaps they live with
Shabbos all week ...] and the sidewalk is empty. In doing so, they
endanger themselves and harm drivers — as they cause cars to
slow down even though no pedestrians should be in the street —
and they transgress the posuk “>1wan jnn XY My °10H.”

People sometimes push a stroller with a baby on the street,
claiming that it is easier than pushing it on the sidewalk. This is
also dangerous and irresponsible. [The fact that the stroller has
four wheels and a human engine with one horsepower does not
make it into a vehicle...]
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

No sidewalk. Some areas have no sidewalk, forcing people to walk
on the street. One must be extra careful not to go near the area
where cars drive, especially when there is a bend in the road and
cars drift to the edges of the road.

Dark. An additional danger exists at night in areas that are not well-
illuminated. If there is no sidewalk and pedestrians must walk on
the street, itis a real and present danger, as drivers cannot see the
pedestrians. Chareidim especially, who wear dark clothes, cannot
be seen at night. In such a case, one has a halachic obligation to
protect himself by wearing a reflective belt, as local rabbanim in
Lakewood, Monsey, and other places have ruled. One may not 7'n
claim that it is not befitting for a chareidi to wear such things. It is
a mitzvah belt — one that is more vital than a gartel for davening ...
Parking on the sidewalk. There is a shameful phenomenon in
which a driver who cannot find parking parks his car or truck on
the sidewalk, completely blocking passage for pedestrians. This
driver values himself and his car more than the lives of others, as
he forces pedestrians to pass on the street. On many occasions, we
have seen mothers with strollers forced to walk on the street
because of a car blocking the sidewalk. The driver has a serious
aveirah, as he endangers others. Since a vehicle has the status of a
bor b’reshus harabim, one may call the authorities to identify the
owner based on the vehicle’s license plate and instruct him to
move immediately to remove the dangerous obstacle.

Crossing at a red light. It is illegal for a pedestrian to cross the
street at a red light. Some people scoff at this and cross at a red
out of impatience, claiming they can see that no cars are coming,
as if there is no danger.

In reality, this is how accidents happen v"Y. People do not always
see everything. A car that one did not notice can suddenly appear
around a corner. Additionally, this causes a pitfall for others,
especially children. To be specific, we have seen many times
children waiting at an intersection for a green light before crossing
when suddenly they see an adult crossing the street. Without
checking if the light turned green, they also cross without looking
at the street to watch out for oncoming cars, relying on the adult
who is crossing. This can lead to a serious risk, 11 It is irresponsible
toward others; it is forbidden to cross at a red in all circumstances.
Regarding this one can say, “It is better for one to lose a minute in
his life, than to lose his life in a minute!”

Cyclists

33.

Bike lights. Some people ride bikes on the street at night without
lit bike lights. This is a real danger. Whether they are biking in the
same direction as the cars or in the opposite direction, drivers just
do not see them on the street even if the street is lit. It is dangerous
and reckless to bike without lights. Parents must be very careful
not to let their children and bochurim ride bikes without lights. A
woman must also stop her husband from riding a bike without
lights — she has the right not to become a widow 1.

Electric Bikes, Scooters

34,

35.

36.

37.

It has become increasingly common as of late to ride electric bikes
and scooters on the streets. Sadly, this has also become a great
danger. These riders are usually young and do not have driver’s
licenses; hence, they have no knowledge of traffic laws. They
endanger themselves and others. This has already caused multiple
deaths and injuries.

Knowing and following traffic laws. Riders must know that they
have a Torah obligation to follow all traffic laws, e.g., stopping at a
red light. They cannot suddenly become pedestrians and ride on
the sidewalk to circumvent a stoplight.

Also, they may not pass vehicles in an illegal and unsafe manner or
cut between cars. This has caused many accidents, as drivers
simply do not see them.

Riding on the sidewalk. It is also forbidden to ride an electric
device on the sidewalk. This endangers pedestrians’ lives,
especially when there are women, children, or elderly people
around who have more difficulty keeping themselves safe.

Talking to Others about These Vital Matters

38.
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No matter how much we write about this topic, it is not enough,
as people completely disregard it. Every parent and mechanech
must discuss these matters with their families, talmidim, children,
and spouses. Improving in these areas fulfills the mitzvos of
“D>mwoi1% TR oNYN,” “Jn3 Y nanxy,” and “ra7Ta noYm.”

In the zechus of this improvement, may we be zocheh to protection
from Hashem, in fulfillment of the words of Tefilas Haderech: “ rr5>wm
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