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A 7v19 with no imy»
The 711°177 790 writes that P72 nwao is a
unique nwao since it does not have any
nnxn. There is no mxn given in pa nws.
We often learn through the mwns and we
see a tremendous
m>x  about  the

discussions between

7"apn and avoa, avoa
and p%2 and the n>12 and m1%%p of avyha
ywan. In great length the 7mn describes
the whole story between oy>a and pha —
backwards and forwards together with
all the little details. The 7m0 regarding
U173 D301V IS %P, yet here the 770 in
P72 nwao gives a tremendous nmoR.
What is taka the message we must take
from P2 nwo?

The mawn teaches in max noon that it is
possible for a person to be 5w »7n2nn
YW avo3a, as the mawn writes, 7210 7Y
07728 W P7TRbn oW won ol mo)
PTRON M WO A2 MO Y PY IPAR

(2"> ') "...ywn avha Yw.

1

“When we only keep the letter of the
law and we don’t care about the spirit of
the law, we are called or7ay.”

The nawn is obviously telling us that we
must learn the fwao of PHa thoroughly
and properly, because this is the message
of the 77n: not to become o7non of
ywan ov?a — not to follow in his ways.

| want to bring out an
important point

which is vey much

qwyn? v, whether
regarding our 2pn? QIR P2 Or TN P2

Akslsiv
The big 12y

The oo describes that the qx%n said to
aya, (3" ,a"s) "nan "ok, | would
now even have killed you, clearly, the
770 is telling us that av?a was nnon 2%,
as the 1"an writes, "Xur 9173 ®vA" — he
sinned a great sin, av>a did a terrible
772y, and therefore he was nnn 2»m,
until the extent that the Ix%» exclaimed,
“l should have killed you!”

And the big question is: What did ay%2
do wrong? When we learn the nw-o we

can look at oy5a as being a rather good




guy — rather decent. Look at what a
statement he exclaims, =nx> avoa "
,22771 902 1”2 KD P92 97 100 OR P92 Y72V DX
R TR MWYY PR 7D DY 92vH 9O XD
"9, If 252 were to give me a houseful
of silver and gold, I am unable to
transgress the word of Hashem, my God,
to do anything small or great!

n"apn in fact told him, ,2"2) "onx 7% op"
('5, arise and go with them. — Go! You
can go with them! The y"w2a7 let him go,
and yet the 7"2m7 writes, "&un 9173 Ron"' —
he did a gevaldiga 7°ay? He is ninon 2!
What was the problem?

And then, immediately after the ¥"wan
tells him to go, it says in the P09, "
(2"> P109) "R 7T 00 oopYR AR, God'’s
wrath flared because he was going.
That’s not fair! The ¥"wan just told him
"anx 77 0" — he can go, and then the
y"w2a7 is angry and annoyed with him?

What’s vwo?
Children and servants

We must try to understand the xvwn of
YW ovoa because we do not want to be
o>7non of ywan avoa. The T%an v is
based on the words of 77 J270M 33778
in his (7" "0 'R 12°0) 071910 127 MAWVNP:
The x7mxin (.) 8n2 X2a teaches: oonyd"
"po12" L0772V DOROPI DONYDY ,0%12 OORIPI
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"oo7ayY" LoopIoR MY onk o012 2°noT
"' 0v72Y SR’ °12 %% °2' ,2°n27, sometimes
oxw 555 are called children and
sometimes they are called servants,
0°°17P QDR DIPR HW NI PUIY anxw jara”
D7 W MIXT DWW ONKR PRY 1,002
".0>72y 0P ank, when they do the will
of /7”277 they are called children,
whereas when they do not do the will of
77"3777 they are called o°72y — servants.
When we do the "7 1139 we are called o012
yet when we do not do the "7 1129 then we
are called o>7ay. What’s vw» in this xamx?
If we don’t do the '7 ¥ why are we
o>72v?! When we don’t do the ;1 1139 we
are nothing, not o°12 and not o>7ay! What
does the Xamx mean, ank PRY JarY"

0372y 2P aNR 2PN YW IR 2ww?
Two shops and two boys

5"%r IROKRY oKX M explains with a Hwn
about a person who walks into a shop
noo 27y, it’s busy, people coming,
people going. You see a boy working
there, running around, back and
forwards, shlepping boxes, stacking
shelves, serving customers, helping
customers taking their shopping to their
cars — he’s wnn busy — working as hard
as he can, whatever needs doing he’s

running around doing it.




You then walk into the next shop and
there you also find a boy sitting in the
corner writing out the till receipts,
however, between each customer he’s
twiddling his thumbs — dreaming into
space. There are things which need
doing in the shop, yet he’s oblivious to
the commotion which is going on around
him, he’s oblivious to what needs to be
done, he’s simply just writing out till
receipts and not doing anything more
than that.

So this fellow watching is wondering,
“What’s vws? The boy in the first shop
IS running around — not stopping for a
second! Whereas the boy in the second
shop is only writing till receipts!?”

It was then when somebody gave him
the answer, “The answer is very simple.
The boy in the first shop you went into
is the son of the owner — his father owns
the place, it’s the family business, he
wants the business to run well —
obviously he will work as hard as he can,
he put’s all his mm> into the business.
Whereas the boy in the second shop is a
boy who is looking for some money
during o°a177 1°2. He took on this job and
does exactly what he is supposed to,

that’s his job. What about the shelves
3
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that need stacking and the customers
which are waiting to be served? But

that’s not his job — it’s not his problem!”
The true n¥7

Explains 5"xr 9% " When we do the
7 ¥ we are called o012 — we are
children, however, oww ank PRW 912
DIpn Sw 1My — we are called o>7ay, when
we don’t do the "7 1y, and rather we
only do what’s written and what we are
told to do, then we are only called o>7av.
When we only keep the letter of the law
and we don’t care about the spirit of the
law, we are called o>72y.

There are two nmin7: A person can be
nx» 0w and yet nevertheless he
is only an "7 72v — he does just what he
has to do and nothing more than that.
This can be a ~ow for all of us: Often we
daven a ¥"vaw and think to ourselves, “A
person is Xxy with just being 1on the
first 7o02... after oraxr 3 | can switch
off and start dreaming about my summer
holidays...”

Sometimes we are just ticking the boxes,
that is a level of an 72y — sitting in the
corner and doing exactly what we are
told to do. The higher 73372 is not just
that | am here to tick the boxes, it’s much

more than that: I’m here to do what




7"apn wants! That is a 77 of a 12 —
this is a 777 which we must strive to
reach.
A X once came to "yt avwacn awn ',
and asked if he can buy an » R in a
closed box — to take the lucky dip, “as I
will save so much more time like that...”
nopwn v Y is it right to buy an » X in
a closed box?
Look how an 173 o7X answers such a
question: He answered so cleverly: “If
you buy your Borsalino hat in a closed
box — off the shelf, you can buy an 2 nx
in a closed box.” When it comes to
buying a hat you try on twenty hats in
three different mirrors on all ten angles,
till you know which one suits you!
What are we trying to do in this world?
Are we just trying to tick the boxes or are
we trying to also do the '3 1¥? This is
an extremely important factor in our
'm Ty,

Only the ‘11 0
(2™ Pod) "wA is 1n to us that this was
ovoa’s xom: The ¥"wan said, o0 x>
"anny — You shall not go with them!
Said oyb3, “9702 | won’t go! %%px
mpna — | shall curse them from where |

am!”
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Said 1"apn, “avi nk axn X2 — No! | don’t
want you to curse them either...”
“Oh!” said ay?3a, “a>7ax — so | wil bless
them...”
*"w1 is teaching us: The xvn of ovha
ywon was that he wasn’t interested in
what 73"2p57 wants, but rather only with
what 1"apn says. As he exclaimed, X"
"7 99 PR ML 92X — he can’t transgress
the letter of the law what 1"2p1 says, yet
the 77 17¥1 he doesn’t mind transgressing,
he doesn’t give two hoots, he doesn’t
care about the spirit of the law, as long
as he can work within the framework of
the law.
Just like a kid or a 712 who wants to do
something or go somewhere, and the
father tells his son, “No | don’t want you
to go...” The boy then asks his father so
many times until the father screams,
“Okay! Go! Just go!”
Does the father want the child to go?!
When the boy goes is he fulfilling the
1xn of his father? He may be fulfilling
the words of the father, but not the x~.
H’s not transgressing his father’s words,
yet he’s not doing the ax: ¥~ either.
MR PN T1Y ¥ oY 7172 — He
wanted to go so n1"2pn told him to go, yet

nevertheless, "X11 973771 ° 7 AR " —




“I’m not happy with you oy>2a! You’re
not doing the ' 1¥.”
Said the 8%, “You’re anon 21...” and
as the 7"ann writes, "Xvon 7173 XvA" — he
did a xvr.
We must not focus only on what 1"apn
tells us, it must be more than that. We
mustn’t be ">k 723>72" with just having
715 during the first 1572 of y"nw.
We have to serve Hashem constantly
thinking to ourselves, “Is this what 11"2pn
wants off me? Is this what it means to be
a xR 7°nnoh?!”

Three times a year
The qvan said to 71 °an°o7 %" ywaa avha
(n"o) "omys wHw, What have | done to
you that you have struck me these three
times? >"wA writes, wpan AR % "
"7I1wa 2O WOw NANAT AR Py, She
intimated to him, ‘You seek to uproot a
nation which celebrates three festivals a
year!”
| once heard a gevaldiga vws from 717"
IRY: 2°%31 wWHw was a tremendous 11701,
for all the 37°x to leave their homes and
go up to o>, There were no alarms
or security, the nearby a» could have
come and taken whatever they wanted.

A tremendous 73772 of DR 590,
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But we have a gy nows! The X723 in
('3) onoo teaches is that if you haven’t
got ypap in HRIw° yax then you are Mo
from 37% 7%, A Xy auws: RNPIRT a
person can be 7°pon his 0°021 by himself
without anyone knowing about it, and
then he has no ¥y so he doesn’t have
to go up to o°>w1! Still keeping within
the framework of the law!
Said the =vn to ovha, “You fool! You
don’t do the "1 ¥ and you want to then
go and uproot a nation which do the 13-
' — they go up to 2x7% 7%y — they fulfil
the "1 11%9.” By being 237 19w, SR 995
displayed their 1122 to be o»pn the 13
', they didn’t try to get out of it and still
be o»pn the law, they went further than
that, they went out of the way to do the
hRiral

A 7°X 79°11n2% does the 57 xn.
Pay us our wages!

| would like to bring out that this is not
only ¥a1a to our ' nmay regarding our
pnh 07X 1°2, this is also very much van
regarding our 17°an? QX P2

The &2 in (") Ry*¥» X122 brings a
story about a person who hired porters to
shlep a barrel of wine from the port to his
house, with warning the porters to be

careful about its valuable contents.




"SR?PIW 171377 79 11an" — they tripped and
fell over and the barrel smashed.

The owner of the barrel said to his
workers, “Pay me! You’re 2»n to pay
me!”

“We haven’t got any money,” they
exclaimed.

WY Spw — he took away their
clothes.

They came in front of 27 and 21 told him,
“True they are 2»m, but have manna on
them, give them back their clothes, don’t
be 172 P77 with them, as it says in the
"0%210 7772 TN waL" p1oD.”

21 then saw that the porters were upset,
“Why are you upset?” he asked.

M7 12 NP2 139921 AT 1910 J1°7I0Y AR MY —
“We earn what we need for our family
for a daily basis,” they exclaimed, “we
worked the whole morning shlepping the
barrel and yet we will come home empty
handed without any money to feed our
family!”

Said 29, "R 27 1" — go pay them
their wages! as it’s written, nmnxY"
"Mwn PN,

The x723 is teaching us the 71y of going

1°77 DWwn 00195,

7"01

A fake coin
The xanx in (:0"¥) Xnp X232 tells us about
another story where a lady who wanted
to sell produce who came before &»n .
X>°11 ' was a anan in checking whether
a coin was real or forged, he would test
the coins with his fingers and his mouth.
x> ' tested the coin for this lady and
told her that it was real.
A few days later it was 12an1 that this
coin was a fake.
The 17 is that an 1K is 7 wo for such a
mistake, yet x> "1 told 27 to go and pay
her! She needs the money! As the R
there teaches, n7wn %195 1 WY WR"
"I
We must live our lives with a mx17 of
1777 NYIWH 07195,
M7 Y27 anb Swn, if you lend your
gadget to a friend and it comes back with
a small scratch or dent — everything is
working fine. 17 °5 ¥ you have the full
rights to charge for the damage — “Pay
me!” However, as we see from these

naa there is an v to be annn.
A painter and £400

A 717 once told me about a 770 1°7 he
once had. What was the 770 177 A great
7°23 — a multimillionaire had come to a

70 7. Why? Because he hired a




painter to do a job, yet the 2°2x was not
happy about the way the job was done.
The painter had come to 17 n°2 to be ¥21n
his weeks work of four hundred pound!
The 17 actually 71p05 that the 2°23 was
right — he wasn’t 2»yn to pay him.

Just for four hundred pounds?! When
someone knocks on his door, he gives a
thousand pounds! Why couldn’t he pay
the painter the four hundred pounds,
saving a poor fellow such pain — going
home without making a penny the entire
week.

These are the opportunities to go o°19°
177 nwn, and in our little lives we also
often have these little instances where
we are very 7opn to keeping to the 77,
perhaps go and be nmm?! Go o019b
17 nwn throughout your life.

We must become better than just
keeping to the actual law, let us go a step
further: 177 nwn o105,

It’s not just about what it says in 2w
Ty, the question is: What does n"apn
want from me — whether within 2% 2
17°2n% O DIPR? DTN I

This is what we learn in P22 naws. This
is what it means to be a 7n%n of ov%a
ywan, to stick only to the principles of

life, and nothing more than that. As '
7
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5"wr o would say, “There is one
principle in life: not to have any
principles.”

Don’t have so many principles, go
further — go and be nmn, be flexible.
Move out of the mindset of being 7°5pn
on every nv1o, and when a person is
annn the ¥"wan pays him back with 595
o9, you won’t lose out.

Only keeping to the letter of the law is
YW QYo YW »Tnhnn.

And as the mawn continues that we must
be wax o77ax Sw v7nbnn. By onnak
1axk we find the exact opposite: At the
77°pY, the 7857 called out from onaw, HR"
"1 HX 77 Jwn — don't do it — don't
shect your child. "1 teach us that on1ax
11ax still wanted to afflict a wound — to
make a small cut! He wanted to do the
' 1¥9 with such a passion and such a
desire! I want to do something for You!
| got to such a o1 — let me do
something!

Then said the 897, "7mRn % wyn )" —
don’t do anything! He then ran and
found an X in the bush and offered it
up! Why? Because he wanted to do
something — he was desperate to fulfil
the "7 n¥9. He could have jumped up

dancing, “Phew! My pnx> is going to




live!” No! no such thing — he’s looking
to be o»pn the 71 ¥, not just the ' .
This is 1°ax o772aR Yw »7ronn which we
must try and emulate, not to be rigid in
keeping exactly to what we need to keep
to. It’s not just about going down the list
and ticking the boxes, without the heart
and feeling in doing the 7 xA.

We must train ourselves in both a7 12
opn? and 1anh aIx 2, we must lift
ourselves up a notch and do all that
1"apn wants me to do — to fulfil the 1¥9
1. It’s not just about what is written in
7091 — what | am 2nnn to do, it’s about
doing the 'n %1, We must change our
mindsets to try and do the "7 11%7 and not

to use ay92’s no1 of *» NXR MAWH Yo KO

7”02
"7, It’s more than not just being 72w in
what it says in Ty pnbw, it’s more than
that: it’s to be o»pn the 'm nxn together
with what it says in 71y 2w,
This is the message we must take out of
the nway, it’s not just about 521k X5"
"7 5 DR MaY, this was the 7w on oyha
ywa, he wasn’t interested in being o»pn

the ' 3.
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_dhought on the T275..."

The mawn in MaR °pao teaches, 772K YW 17101 K17 1997 20027 whw 17°2 v on 0"
(2">,'7) "vwnn avoa Hw vnbnn Xin 0nR 0°127 Awhwy 02K, Any person who has these
three traits is among the 2°7»%n of 57725 our forefather, and anyone who has three
different 77 is among the 2°7°» %7 of Y297 £y%3, SW 1720 775w WoH 7211 M 72 Py
"YW QYYD 1PTONYN M0 W Amax MY v Y 02K 0712, Those who have a good
eye, a spirit that is humble and a soul that is meek, are the 2°7°»%n of 125 27728, whereas
those with the bad m7, a "2y 80 ova M8 5v3 are the o7 %0 of y97 ov>a. And as the
mwn concludes, "?ywan avoa Sw 1T°ANY 1°AR O07aR YW »7non 12 an", What is the
difference between the 2°7»%n of 1228 57928 and the o°7»%n of ywa7 o537 Sw v1onon"
77N QI3 PRI YW avRa W 17PN DaR L..R2T 22w 7RI 31 022 POIN 11N O7aN
"...nnw R2Y, The 2°7»50 of 122y 577258 benefit from their good deeds in this world and
inherit the world to come... but the 2°7»%n of »97 ov%2 inherit 227 and descend into
the well of destruction.

| had a X°wp on this nawn for many years — a gevaldiga xwp: For bad m7°» do you need
a Rebbe? Do you need a Rebbe to teach you this? "y wan ¥1 0785 72" —a persons nature
Is to have bad m7n! You don’t need a Rebbe for this? a person is born with bad m7n»
and then it’s a person’s job to work on himself. So to have good m7 you need a Rebbe
— you need an 2R o772ax, but for an 723 M9 ,av0 Py and a amn woa do | need to be a
b0 of ywa ovha? Why do we need a Rebbe for this?

| want to suggest an answer, to which we will see that this was the v w of ywni ov5a:
ywan avoa exclaimed at the end of the wns, (8"2,7"2) "q3p ¥902 0w 72w 1R, Strong
Is your dwelling and set in a rock is your net, explains >"w2: "X 7an", | wonder, 15°mn"
"1 no1, from where you (177°) became worthy of this? "n>>17 "y nx X%7", Were you not
with me "% namnni 727 neya", at the time we gave the advice, “Come, let us act wisely
to it? 7 "o oW 1ym 0K nawna ", Yet now you have settled in the stronghold and
citadel of 589z 595!

oy was wondering — and he said to 1, “What’s vws? You are now together with 59>

ox7w°! But we were once upon a time plotting against 58w 99> to destroy them?!”
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| don’t understand. "ax nnn" — ov9a is wondering! What does he find 2ynw to
understand? What did you do there?! "1 tell us that ay%a was "yy>" — he gave his advice
to nynn! What did »vn° do? He ran away! He didn’t give any advice — he ran to 77!

It’s v10°2 pYon! What is oy?2 wondering about “We were together!” No you were not
together! Of course 170> joined X W 975 — he ran away from the "% mnonna nan ney"!

7m1T 1277 7k Swn when one says to another, “That person is a big oo 7n%n —a w'awn
7X...” And he replies, “Yena! | sat on the same bench as him in f2w!”

Very good you sat on the same bench in 72°w°, but what did he do with his life and what
did you do with your life? Once upon a time — many years ago you were together! So
what?! What’s ay?2’s xowp!?

av?2 had nx121, he was given it 2"5v% 179 Jns XKW 7an»a. Because of this ay2a came up
with his nvw, similar to the nvw of 21xk: As 2rx said, MPITO 1M MW R 1" wal"
"...D°YWI NRI2 D°POT¥ DRI L0173 NRD2 JTY TR NRD2 M2 M09 1mn NR12, meaning:
there’s no 7°m2 in this world — it’s tough luck, there is nothing you can do about it,
that’s how a person is created, however a person is he has to live with it, he can’t change
himself.

As the (.1"v X102 X22) X723 teaches, "m0 9y 7R TwdAR 2R wpa", | once heard a vwo
from %"x1 2713 2% " in the name of 5"x1 oy ' If you come into a room and the plate
on the table is lying the normal way you know it’s there to be used. But if you walk into
the room and you see the plate turned upside down — facing the table, you know you’re
not meant to touch it — it’s not for using, nothing to do with it — just leave it.

21X believed that a person is like a turned over plate — there’s nothing to do — leave a
person how he is, if that’s how he is created then that is how he is created!

oy also believed, “A person is born with a ¥yai7 9% — it’s a difficult life, a very hard.
But leave things as they are! There is nothing you can do about it!”

As he exclaimed, (" ,2"2) "o»™w min *wo1 man" — he wants to live his life like oyo2"
"ywan and he hopes that eventually "5 snoank samy" — | will still receive xan o%w. |
don’t have to work hard down here to merit 8277 29w, | vYw» have a strong ¥ 1% and

there is nothing to do about it, that is how | am born! Just like | was given x21 | will
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also be given everything else! | don’t have to do anything, i vs Xxann onx, | will be
okay — o> m wo1 mnn.”

So this is 1nv*w oyh3, he didn’t understand how 170 got so far in life! How did things
change? Just because he worked hard in life does that mean he receives more 2ow?!
P ¥I 07R7 % — and there is nothing you can do about it. This was the nv>w of av®a
ywa: Life is too hard, and a person can’t change himself — a person cannot work on
himself.

You don’t need to be a 71n%n to have bad nm7n, but you need to be a7%n to have this
"ww and to believe that there is nothing to do to change ones bad m7n. Have such a
nuw you become a 7nbn of ywni avha, for this you need a Rebbe.

The mawn is telling us: If a person has a 7m23 M2 ,av7 Py or a amn wo1 — he must be
living his life with this 7w, because if you will be a 7°n%n of 11°ax o728 — to know that
a person can work on himself and his va11 2%, then he won’t have these bad mn, the
fact a person has these bad m7n — the fact a person is a mxx Hva or a mxn v, he
obviously has given up — he is obviously leaving the plate upside down — he’s not
working on himself, such a person is following in the way’s of his Rebbe o¥%2 who also
had such a nvw.

If you live your life in such a way you remain with an 723 mn ,7y7 v and a 7mn wal
because you end up working on yourself.

We are of course all o>7%n of 11°ax onn2axk and we hold just the opposite: We must work
on ourselves, and even if sometimes it doesn’t work, but op1 p>7¢ 5190 yaw — keep going,
keep fighting the ¥177 7% and like that we will all remain o>7»%n of 11°ax an92ak and be
7oy to the avp of the mwn, X277 27WH PHMIN 17 222 PYOIN AR O1aR 2w P7Rbn"
" RPNR DNINERY W 020K 2 man', The 227 %0 of 1ax 57728 benefit from their good deeds
in this world and inherit the world to come, as it is said: To bequeath to those who love
Me a possession, and their storehouse | will fill.

(R"02%w NRPRI PR M)
ACHEO
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