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The opening words of the 127 waTn
('% ,a"9) in °npna nwao begins with the
following: "s%n snpina ax", If you will
go in my statutes; this is referring to the
(0P 0°577) 2105, 7AMWRY 5297 snawn"
" 7oy BR Y9an, | considered my ways,
and returned my feet to Your
testimonies. "7 "mR", 757 777 said,
SRINT WA SN 2N av Hoa ly'waa"
mav vy apnd

NN N T

‘p'"wan! Every

single morning | thought and | said | am
going to visit a particular place, or | am
going to visit different people, %37 1m"
" oNINTR SN2®Y N1RID nab CNIR NINAR,
however, my feet took me to the 72
mearpand 71010 03’ 25097 R R

"Iy BR YA vy, this is as it is

1 See 31 1"22 9"wN 'MpIN2 NND where we
explained a different U¥/9 in this QTN with a
uY9 of the 1910 DNN.
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Reb Shach 5”yr answered “When | was a
113 and the br1n2 used to speak about what P00 YR IMNa
My 702511 177 they should learn with... I sat and

written, ‘and returned my feet to your
testimonies.’

717 says to the ¥"wan, “Every day | think
and | say, I’m going here and there... but
in the end, oM7Y X 931 72WR...”

Why is this w1 brought here at the
beginning of *npna nwan? And what is
the vws in such a wa7m? What was this
conversation all about?*

The (8" ,'7 max) mawn teaches, M "

nR PR 90 MR

b/ IS 117497 IS 1o X Pl

TN DR Hvann
"o1wn 7502% 110 s, Whoever fulfils
the /7717 despite poverty, will ultimately
fulfil it in wealth, but whoever neglects
the /7707 because of wealth will
ultimately neglect it in poverty.
The mawn is telling us, if a person doesn’t

learn 7710 because he has riches, he will




become poor, *11v» 77027 0. However,
we see it’s not true! Some people don’t
learn 7mn when they are rich and
nevertheless, they do not become poor!
They stay with their riches!

One can also be p>»n the nwh of the
Ty, "wwn TN Huann 921", what’s the

"wvn", why doesn’t it say "wya"?
Always finding excuses

2"3r PIRDRIN 00 " explains with a 1o
which everyone must take and apply to
their own situation. The mawn is teaching
us a message, "WwIvn 7N Huang 5"
means: "ww nnnn", a person has
extensive assets in many countries and
many places, because of this, a person
says to himself, “I haven’t got time to
learn 770, | must keep my time to look
after all my assets, | must control them,
enhance them, | haven’t got time to learn
70, | have an excuse, I’m simply too
busy with my business.”

Says the mwn to such a person, 90"
"s11wn 79027 — the person must know that
if he would be an 1y he will also be 5van
the nmn! Then the excuse will be a
different excuse, “I have to build up my
assets, | need more 0179...”

The mawn is teaching us a lesson and a
message, when a person looks for
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7702
excuses not to learn 727 77Mnn2, he
shouldn’t talk himself into saying, “if
7"apn would sort out these problems |
will learn 770573,” because the moment
the problems will be sorted, he will find
different problems, it’s the mindset, not
the excuses.

Twwa N Hvann 9o — if one is being
7N Yvan because of riches, such a
person, *1wn ahun? 1o, even if he will
have nothing he will also find excuses
and be Svan himself from 7.

The mwn is teaching us, to try and
recognise that all excuses are the y27 x>,
we must remove all excuses, because
when we have excuses, they will always
stay, because in every situation one can
find more o>x1°n.

There are no such things as excuses
when it comes to learning 770, the mawn
is not just telling us, "nwyn 75v2% WW",
the mawn is telling us that whatever the
case you are a type of person who has
excuses.

Tonn 717 exclaimed, °n»3 o oy Hoa"
"1 awnn, Every single day | thought
and | said, n°11%5 7797 N°2a% 1Ho QPR
"9 1R, he’s a 7%n, he has so many
things to see to, “I must go to visit this

minister, | have to to visit the finance




minister, | have to see this place and that
place... | have so many things to do!...
y"wan every day | find that | have so
many things to do, however...” *5x11rm"
"MWwITA °N27 N1DID *NAY NI MR, “
know if | have to see to all these things |
will never be finished... the list doesn’t
end, I’ll never end up learning in the n°a
v

Tonn 7 tells the ¥"wan, “I understand
where these thoughts of mine are coming
from, they are the excuses of the y2i x>,
577 *nawr, 1’m going to run away from
such thoughts and sit in the wan na...”
This could explain why this wa7n comes
at the beginning of *npma. »"wA brings
from %", "o%n °npina ox'" the Torah is
teaching us, "nmna o%ny Panw" — that
you should be laboring in the ,77:7.

The wo7n is teaching us how 7%»1 717 in
his own words was able to be such a
7nnn, “Do you want to know how to
have 7702 Mm% ny? 720wRY 277 Snawn"
"7om17Y X 931 — leave out all the »xn,
you can’t be an 712 Sy with excuses,
because even if you sort out all of those
excuses, you will find new excuses, they
won’t end, you won’t get to any %y with
excuses, you have to just put them all

aside and sit and learn.”
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The right o257 177

Excuses can also include, speaking
about how we learn, where we’re going
to learn, when we’re going to learn, etc.
%"y qw "™ A"m77 was once in the na
w77 when the o°m2 were discussing
about having a 7w%n 717, this one was
saying to have this 777, the next one was
saying to have another 717, it was a big
discussion and debate.
A 2 went over to "1 qw "1 and told
him, “We’re discussing which 71°%71 717
we should have so that we can become a
0on 720 like qw ", what’s taka the way
to become qw "?!”
5"g1 qw " answered them vey curtly and
shortly, “When | was a =2 and the
ona used to speak about what 07
791 they should learn with... | sat and
learnt...”
That’s how he became %"x1 qw "1, he sat
and he learnt, everything else stopping
you from sitting and learning is the 2%
¥y, don’t get too involved with side
tracking with the discussions and
debates around you, just make sure you
sit and learn if you want to become an
rmigkiaiol
The 13 writes, just like there is 902

7710 iS Mnd — in time, there is also 072




70 in MK, when the mind is busy with
mMT77°w one can’t be °yn into a X°n0 the
way he should be, a person must free his
mind from any ‘tumal’ and discussion
which is going on.

5"¥1 X170 PRI "M in his explanation to
('a PI9) oW nPon writes, the yan %
works harder to be m2°x2 770 Svan to
get a person to worry and be distracted
with outside thoughts which stops a
person from going deep in a X°20, as
opposed to trying to stop a person from

learning 770 in the nino.
Candles and two beds

5"¥r »192 oy " was a great *xip of the
past generation, he was from the wxn
o°R1p, and he hacked against everyone
and everything.

Reb Shaya Goldshmidt told me the
following story, %"x1 PaR7D nod *2x ", a
great 72w WX in D°9w17° was someone
who you would have expected o ny "
"2 to speak against because of many
2°11v which he was pow in. However, '
"92 oY never ever said a word against
him.

There was a person who built up the
courage and asked oany ", “Nu! What’s
vws you don’t criticise nod "X M
PIRND?!”
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He answered with the following, “I once
passed his 117>7 in the evening and I’ll be
honest | couldn’t avoid it, but | heard
him speaking to his wife and telling her,
“l only have one candle left... | try to
learn most of the night, however, we
have no more money in the house to buy
more candles... | need candles to learn
70 by night... | don’t see anything
which we can sell... we’ve sold
everything we already have!
His wife replied we have two beds in the
flat — one for you and one for me, why
do we need two beds? We will sell one
bed, for half the night you will sleep in
the bed and for the second half of the
night I will sleep in the bed... why do we
need two beds?!”
Said "%2 oy ', “What happened after
that conversation, | don’t know, but that
IS what | heard when | passed his
house...”
Continued %2 oony ", “I only criticise
people humans, | don’t criticise 0°x57,
I’m scared to start with paxap noo *2x ".”
We hear a story about an 773 01X, he
could have had the greatest y17°n not to
learn by night, the m7>°v and Mm% he
lived with, not a penny to his name, he
couldn’t even afford candles, and yet he




learnt and learnt, excuses aside, nothing
was an excuse to stop his 7702 mony.
This is the mo> which 7'1x5x1n7 2»n1 "
5"¥r is teaching us, 77N PR Svann 9
YN 19027 100 WY, if we don’t learn
because of o°x1°n, we will always have
XN,

We must think about this: Am | letting
things disturb my learning? Is my m>'x
being disturbed? Every day is precious,
every day with excuses is a day lost,
every day is important.

The mwn in max teaches, -anxn X"
("7 ,72) "mdn K7 Xnw MWK TdRwoh, Do
not say, ‘when | have time | will learn,’
for perhaps that time may never come.’
The Kotzker 5"sr would explain, “Don’t
say when | have time I will learn, for
perhaps you are a "71sn X" person — you
are a person who always has no time,
you’re busy busy busy, don’t say when
you’ll have time | will learn because you
are a person who will never have time.”
So learn even when it seems you don’t
have time!!

This is the understanding in the w7,
*277 *nawn — there’s so much to do, yet
nevertheless, 7°n17y X 937 maww, |
must go and learn 77 n because if not, |

will never get around to my learning,
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there are always so many excuses

whatever the situation.
The default of a person

5"yt am " explains with a different vws
in the w7n: When one wakes up in the
morning he doesn’t think about getting
dressed, a person doesn’t think about
eating breakfast, these are all things
which happen naturally without any
thought given. Things which are part of
the default of the human being happen
automatically without any thought.
When does one think to himself,
“Should I do this should I not do this?!”
When things are not part of the person,
it’s not the default of the human being,
it’s not part of his nx>xn oxy.

Tona M7 would say, ">517 Cnawn", “I
think about going here and | think about
going there...” this was all in his mawnn,
however, his default was, °5x1 72wR"
"7om7v HX. Even when we have to think
about different things whatever the
mnawn may be, that should all be ynan,
the default should be learning in the n°a
v with mony with a nws and mio°x
without allowing
disturbed.

ourselves  being

Of course, we must see to different

things and make decisions in our lives,




7"01

but we must be able to know what’s part supposed to be the default of a person
of the essence of the person, and what’s always.
A CZCONO
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