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Some Rules about Inedible Chometz

Chometz Food that Became Inedible

1. Inedible for humans. If chometz food that was fit for human
consumption became inedible for humans before the time
chometz becomes assur, but it is still edible for dogs, there is a
chiyuv d’oraisa to get rid of it before Pesach just like regular
chometz. This is because such chometz can still ferment other
doughs (*"po 2”10 0 2"n > °0T1 2"y 2 1M). If one eats it, he does
not get kareis or malkus since it is not normal to eat it, but it is still
assur d’rabanan to eat it (DX 1”7 XY "2 77 1¥°2 17HX).

2. Inedible for dogs. Chometz food that was edible for humans but
became inedible even for dogs before the time chometz becomes
assur may be kept on Pesach (0”0 2"nn »o y"w); it is like dirt (2™
*"po). One may also derive benefit from it on Pesach. There is still
an issur d’rabanan to eat it though. Even though it is not edible, if
a person wants to eat it, he gives it value and demonstrates that
for him, itis notinedible (ympo a™m). This is referred to as achshevei.

Became Inedible in a Mixture

3. The poskim explain that something is considered inedible for dogs
even if the chometz ingredient was edible for dogs but was mixed
with other ingredients that contaminated it. As long as the final
product is inedible for dogs, the item is considered inedible.

4. Some are more meikel regarding mixtures, only requiring them to
be inedible for humans. Even if a chometz mixture is edible for
dogs, when other ingredients are mixed in, it cannot ferment other
doughs (n"po 1op "o nMR X™n). Others argue.

5. Partially ruined. Some chometz, e.g., alcohol, is ruined
somewhat with certain additives, becoming inedible for dogs.
This is done with certain types of alcohol meant to be used as
fuel or disinfectant: sometimes a bitter or poisonous substance
is added to prevent people from ingesting it. Nevertheless,
coarse individuals who are thirsty for some hard stuff will drink
such alcohol given no other choice. Sometimes a sweet
ingredient can be added to make it drinkable. The poskim discuss
whether or not such alcohol is considered chometz. Many
poskim are machmir since it is drinkable with difficulty for a small
number of people (>x3pn ,2”0 »0 1N N™MK V"R ,7”1 »0 2"N NNY IR
2501p R™37,771 70 RN OTP).

6. Possible to separate the chometz. The poskim also discuss a case
wherein chometz is ruined with foul additives but can be easily
seperated. Is the product considered inedible while the
ingredients are still mixed?

7. Some are machmir since the chometz can be isolated (a7 n"w
773,27 70 11 YR0abn). It is likely that they were only machmir if it is
common to isolate it and the average person can do so. If it can
only be isolated in a lab and it is not common to do so, it is not
considered edible (6 v 1”0 117 1”2, "0 RN DIN3 PITA 1MW),

“ravnx”

8. Strictly speaking, chometz that was edible but became inedible
even for dogs is like dirt and may be eaten. However, the poskim
say it is assur d’rabanan to do so since one who eats it gives it value
and wants to eat it; thus, it is not inedible to him.

9. Only when eaten intentionally. The Acharonim write that
the concept of achshevei only applies when one eats the
chometz intentionally, thereby giving it value. If it fell into
something else and became botul b’rov, the mixture may
be eaten since the eater only intends to eat the mutar food;
just in doing so, he also eats the bad chometz. Achshevei
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10. Chometz ink. Therefore, one may write with ink containing barley
alcohol ("o 20 »o Y"w) since the other bitter components mixed
in certainly make the alcohol so foul that it is inedible (7"npo 2™n).
We are not afraid one will put his pen in his mouth without
thinking, as sofrim often do, since even if he does so, his intent is
not to drink the ink. If so, there is no problem of achshevei ( nmn
v"p TwTn). [See below (25) regarding toothpaste and mouthwash.]

Chometz Nuksheh

11. Chometz nuksheh is an item that was never fully chometz and was
not made to be eaten, e.g., chometz that was never more than
somewhat edible, such as glue made from flour and water used by
sofrim to attach papers that does not have the proper consistency
for fermentation (7”po 1"Vp »O N™MIX X" ,2"PO 2PN »0 1"); dough
that did not fully ferment, e.g., its surface did not whiten (7o y"v
2"0 v"in); or inedible women’s cosmetics (2po 20 0 1PXA WY).
Issur to eat. There is a machlokes Tanna’im whether it is assur
d’oraisa or d’rabanan to eat chometz nuksheh (x"y 2"n 77 0°noD M3).
Some poskim hold it is assur d’oraisa (2nn »o wn 710), but the
consensus of most and the implication of the Shulchan Aruch is
that it is only assur d’rabanan (x"po 20 >0 X"n).

Issur to keep it. The consensus of most poskim is that one does
not violate Xx1n> Y21 X’ Y2 with chometz nuksheh, but there is
still a d’rabanan obligation to get rid of it or sell it to a non-Jew
before Pesach (2”po ann 2"n ,2™0 mn pMw) lest one eat it on
Pesach (7”po 0w 2"n).

Edible with difficulty. Since chometz nuksheh was never fully
edible, it does not need to be inedible for dogs; it is not like true
chometz that became inedible (above, 2), which needs to be
inedible for dogs (ow 2"n). To have the status of chometz nuksheh,
it must also be edible albeit with difficulty; why would one need to
get rid of it out of fear he will eat it (above, 13) if it is completely
inedible and cannot ferment other doughs (ow X" ,0w X"nN)?

“Smearing is Like Drinking”

12.

13.

14.

Yom Kippur

15. Chazal inform us with respect to Yom Kippur that “°’nw> n>o” —
smearing is like drinking. l.e., just as one may not drink on Yom
Kippur, one may not smear oil on his body on Yom Kippur ( 7 xnv
2"y 1"p). This is a d’rabanan halachah (jaw21 7771 x"p 275 77 773 '01N).

Other Issurim

16. Smearing cheilev or pig fat. The poskim argue about other issurim
—may one smear things forbidden to eat, e.g., cheilev or pig fat, on
his body? Strictly speaking it is mutar, as we only say smearing is
like drinking for Yom Kippur, terumah, and issurei hana’ah ('omn
1ANT 7”7 "y Xnr); many poskim go with this (7"po PR TP "0).
However, some poskim are machmir and say it is assur ( X2 "X
Dw *"113). Some only permit it in a situation of discomfort (710 "X
V" HH3); some permit it even without discomfort ( 7051 nTpIa 'Y
ow). It is certainly mutar if the item is inedible (ow 2"mpia 7"w), and
this is the widespread minhag (x> 17 7> %3 anan% nY101 2pYy nnan).
Soap with a forbidden ingredient. Based on all the above, the
poskim discuss whether one may use soap made from assur fats.
Some are machmir on a d’rabanan level ( »o Y”nx 22 X217 X307 IR02
IRW1 77770 170W), but most poskim say it is mutar ( ,0"3po YW Y
T”po Orn 99 ,0w DR 7). With the exception of particularly
meticulous people, the general minhag is to be meikel (ow Y"nx-2).

17.
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18.

Soaps today. Some poskim add that the Gra was only machmir to
treat ‘smearing as drinking’ for soaps made of cheilev that are
somewhat edible. The rule that smearing is like drinking does not
apply to modern-day soaps, which are completely inedible, as even
if one would drink soap, he would not violate the issur of chometz,
and smearing cannot be stricter than drinking (10 0 *xn7T X"
6'Yi1 1D MDD TIT N1 ,X"PO).

Achshevei with Smearing

19

20.

. The poskim also discuss whether the principle of achshevei applies

to smearing. We wrote that one may not eat chometz even if it is
inedible for dogs due to the principle of achshevei (above, 8). Does
the same apply when smearing a substance inedible for dogs on
the body, i.e., since the person using it gives it value, it is assur, and
the halachic comparison between smearing and drinking is
absolute (AX1D1Y NPRWI 270 "D 2N NMX N"IR Mynwn)? Or perhaps
achshevei only applies to eating, not to smearing, in which case it
would be mutar to smear a substance containing chometz that is
foul-tasting and completely inedible.

The consensus of many poskim is that the comparison between
smearing and drinking only concerns the manner of consumption.
But if a forbidden food is inedible, there is no issur to smear it on
the body, and also, the principle of achshevei does not apply to
smearing (Xn1 'on% 0°anan1,0°anon 1% 177371 71 ,0v 17D).

Many Types of Products Contain Chometz

Medicines

21.

22.

23.

24.

Strictly speaking. Medicines and pills are usually bitter or tasteless.
Even if they contain some chometz, one may take them for
medicinal purposes on Pesach as long as they were made
beforehand since they are considered inedible for dogs (above, 2).
Although one may not eat something even if it is inedible for dogs
due to the principle of achshevei (above, 8), the consensus of the
poskim is that achshevei only applies when eating for enjoyment.
Swallowing something as a medicine is not considered eating to
activate the halachah of achshevei (an> nw ,n"po a"p »o AT
,172 MY 271 137 MR XM ,278 0 270 17X 73R X™P O M0 M"IX 1510
"D PD R3”IN YW NNIn, X"TwI).

Chumra of Pesach. Still, some kashrus agencies invest much
energy consulting with scientists and pharmacists to get
information on all sorts of medicines to determine whether they
contain chometz. They do this to be machmir as much as possible
on Pesach, and it is praiseworthy. Thus, if one can easily find a
kosher-for-Pesach substitute for a medicine, that is preferable. But
certainly, if a person must take a chometz-containing, flavorless
medicine, he has poskim to rely on to swallow it in the normal
manner even if his condition is not dangerous (X"po 10 >1w VIN).
Medicinal cream. Medicinal cream that contains chometz may be
used I'chatchilah; we are not machmir at all because it is inedible
for dogs and because the issur of smearing and the principle of
achshevei do not apply to medicines (above, 21). Even if a bit might
accidentally get into the mouth or transfer from one’s hands to
food, there is no issur because there is no intent to eat it (above, 9).
Chewable pills, capsules. Obviously, various flavored medicines that
are dissolved or chewed, as well as sweet, liquid medicines must be
kosher for Pesach since they are edible. If they contain chometz, they
are assur and must be gotten rid of or sold to a non-Jew before Pesach.

Toothpaste, Mouthwash

25.

26.

Some say that strictly speaking, one may use harsh-tasting
toothpaste or mouthwash containing chometz that is inedible for
dogs. A person’s intent is to rinse the mouth with it and spit it out
right away, not to eat it. As we mentioned above, achshevei does
not apply to an action that is not called eating, like ink on a sofer’s
quill (above, 10) (3”1 1PX5 MR N™MW 71”72 >0 XM OWA P 1WA 7N 20N "Y1
N n21wN D).
Chumra of Pesach. Still, since there are kosher-for-Pesach
options for these products, it is better to use those in f“/ ‘
) [U L\

order to do things in the best way possible.

Cleaning Solutions

27. Before Pesach. When cleaning the house before Pesach, e.g.,
kitchen surfaces, fridges, freezers, closets, tables, and the like, one
may I'chatchilah use solutions that are not kosher for Pesach. Even
if they contain chometz, they are inedible for dogs; as such, there
are no potential issues of issur.

28. On Pesach. However, although strictly speaking they may also be
used on Pesach, some are machmir to only use kosher-for-Pesach
cleaning solutions in certain cases on Pesach, as will be explained.

29. Dish soap. Strictly speaking, dish soap does not need to be kosher
for Pesach since it is inedible for dogs. Even if some residue would
remain on a dish and get ingested along with the food, there is no
issur of eating it since achshevei only applies when one intends to
eat something (above, 9) whereas here, there was no intention of
eating whatsoever (2”1 >0 X"n 17PYR AN N"WY).

30. Still, since soap residue on the dishes sometimes comes in contact
with food and goes into the mouth, people are generally more
machmir in this area and only use kosher-for-Pesach dish soap. The
same is true for dishwasher detergent pods and silver polish.

31. Floor cleaner. Floor cleaner, bleach, and other things that do not
come in contact with food or surfaces used for food do not need
to be kosher for Pesach.

Personal Care Products, Cosmetics

32. Body wash. Body wash, shampoo, conditioner, and the like, may
be used even if they contain chometz since they are inedible for
dogs (above, 2); these things are certainly mutar, as the chometz
ingredients cannot be isolated (7). Even if we are machmir to treat
smearing like drinking for all issurim (16), we are not machmir for
inedible items (18). We also do not apply achshevei in this case (9).
Additionally, some point out that it is only considered smearing
when the goal is for the substance to be absorbed into the skin.
Body wash, which is rinsed off after use, is not even considered
smearing. Still, it is possible to get kosher-for-Pesach body wash.

33. Women’s cosmetics. Women’s makeup is inedible for dogs.
Thus, strictly speaking a woman may keep her makeup on
Pesach. Using it is not a problem of smearing a chometz product
since it is inedible for dogs. [For the commenters: this is not an
endorsement or encouragement from us for of the use of
makeup; it is merely an applicable Pesach halachah for those
who anyway use makeup...]

34. Lipstick. Since lipstick is applied to the lips and can easily enter the
mouth, many are careful to only use lipstick appearing on lists of
products without any chometz issues. If a woman uses a type of
lipstick during the year that does not contain chometz and wants
to continue using the same stick on Pesach, it is best to slice off the
top layer of the material with a plastic knife before Pesach.

35. Perfume. Perfume is generally alcohol-based. It is nearly universal
practice to not use grain alcohol — chometz — since it is more
expensive than other types of alcohol. Nevertheless, on occasion,
chometz-derived alcohol is used, but the perfume in its current state
is inedible for dogs due to chemical additives that ruin the flavor.
Therefore, strictly speaking one can be meikel to treat it as non-
chometz. Today, even a coarse person will not drink perfume for
alcohol (above, 5). Still, due to the chumra of Pesach, some people
only use perfumes appearing on a kashrus agency’s list of products
assumed to be kosher for Pesach.

36. Deodorant. Chometz alcohol is not used in deodorant so
deodorant may be used on Pesach.

Including These Products in Chometz Sale

37. Even if one is machmir and does not use these products on Pesach,
the minhag is to include them in the chometz sale to a non-Jew to
avoid any hint or possibility of chometz. Even those who usually do
not sell actual chometz (Issue 215, par. 17) can rely on the meikel
poskim and include these products in their sale to a non-Jew.

VISIT THE “CHEDER HORAHA” IN OPENING HOURS 5-8 pm
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