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Adar Rishon

Increased Joy in Adar Rishon?

1

When Adar comes, we increase our joy (1571 >0 2 ,.0" Ipn
n"po). Rashi says this is the time the miracles of Purim and Pesach
happened to Klal Yisroel. Some explain Rashi to mean that Adar
marks the beginning of the consecutive miracles of Purim and
Pesach. This is similar to the reason we read the Megillah in Adar
Sheini — to put one salvation next to the other (>0 2"n y"2y> noxw
n"0). According to this reason, in a leap year, we only begin
increasing our joy in Adar Sheini, which is next to Nissan.

The Chasam Sofer (o"p o n"x) explains Rashi differently:
although we hold Klal Yisroel is not subject to mazel, since two
miracles happened in these months [Adar and Nissan], they are
a favorable time for miracles and we therefore rejoice.
Elsewhere, the Chasam Sofer signs a letter with the words, "The
first day of Rosh Chodesh Adar Rishon, the month of increased
joy" (oo o’nn nmw). It is clear from here that he holds the extra
joy is associated with the month(s) called "Adar."

Adar Specifically Is the Extra Month of a Leap Year

The Torah refers to Nissan as the month of spring [“wTin
J’JR'I"] (x,70 0™271). From here we learn that we must make
some years leap years; otherwise, Pesach could fall in the
summer or winter (X"n wTINA WITP 7' 0"am).

The extra month of a leap year is always another Adar (1m0
.17 ,.27). Several reasons are given for this: 1) The pasuk says to
guard the month of spring, i.e., the month before spring (-1 7"
1); 2) The pasuk says, "The 12" month, the month of Adar"
(¥~ nox) — if the extra month was any one other than Adar,
Adar would not be the 12t month (prayn PRT.2" PITI0 omn);
3) Just like the extra day of a "leap month" is always at its end
[the 30t day], the extra month of a leap year is always at its end
(ow navaran); and 4) The 12 months of the year correspond to
the 12 shevatim. Adar, whose mazel is Dagim [Fish, or Pisces],
corresponds to Yosef, who was compared to fish. Since Yosef
had two sons, Menasheh and Efrayim, we make two months of
Adar (xwn >3 01> nu1Tp).

The Purim miracle was in a leap year. It is noteworthy that
according to the Yerushalmi (7 577 »n x" a>m), the year in
which Haman cast lots and the miracle occurred was a leap
year. The repetition of the word wmin in the pasuk “orb orn
TR WIN RN WY 0w WY wTinm” indicates that there were
two Adars that year (nwn»1o).

Leap Year in Shemitah
6. Kiddush hachodesh with eidim. Back when the day of Rosh

Chodesh was determined by eidim, the halachah was that a
shemitah year could not be a leap year, i.e., there could not be
two Adars in shemitah (x"y 2 77 p7730 M3). This is because
doing so would extend the issur to work the land (ow »wn).
When the calendar was set. But after they set the calendar
with 19-year cycles, it became very common for a leap year to
coincide with shemitah — e.g., in 5768, 5782, 5803, 5817, and
5831. A few reasons are given for this:

To align the seasons. Some explain this based on the opinion of
the Rambam that shemitah may be set as a leap year to ensure
that Pesach falls in the spring ("o "0 wninn wITp 70 0"am). That
being the case, since the purpose of setting our calendar was to
align it with the solar cycle [“the n2pn”], a leap year may
coincide with shemitah (v »o x"n WX T N"W).

Derabanan. There is an opinion that the issur to make a
shemitah year a leap year is only derabanan (pa7mo on nroam
7> mx ®"p 27). Accordingly, some explain that when Chazal set
the calendar, they had the license to allow shemitah years to be
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leap years; otherwise, the calendar would be in 133-year cycles
instead of 19-year cycles, creating much complication and
concern for confusion ("o »o ot MYw).

Mazel of Adar Rishon

10.

Some say the mazel of both Adars is Dagim (511 "> norip);
others say Adar | is Dagim and Adar Il does not have a mazel
(X" 77D 79%n M2 wIpn Ypw CpoarIp nMan o 1 mnw Cnpim); yet
others say Adar | is included in Shevat's mazel — D'li [Pail, or
Aquarius] (X"po 1”570 ~o w1a).

"pwo noo"

11.

12.

In the Rosh Chodesh Mussaf of a leap year, most people add
the words "ywn n1o351" in the paragraph of "wTnn nx 175y wIn
7" (vpo aon »o a'n). This is because the 12 phrases in this
paragraph ["121 157251 1210Y"] correspond to the 12 months.
We add the phrase "ywn n1o391" for the thirteenth month (x).
Some only add this phrase in the extra month (qov,xo0 o»npn
x"¥7n »0 ymx); others add it every month of a leap year (v’mmy
V™ MIX X710 '3 v N WX 1a,7'0). However, the minhag of most
people [because of what it says in most siddurim...] is to add it
from Rosh Hashanah through the extra month but not on Rosh
Chodesh Nissan (1”371 My 3'n 1727 MR X" ,2"p0 172w 373N 0 3'1b).

Bar Mitzvah in Adar

Born in Adar | of a Leap Year

13.

14.

15.

16.

Bar mitzvah in a regular year. If a boy was born in Adar I and he
becomes a bar mitzvah in a regular year, his bar mitzvah is in
Adar, not Shevat, since his 13" year is completed in Adar.
Consequently, if one boy was born on 29 Adar | and a second boy
was born on 1 Adar Il and their bar mitzvahs are in a regular year,
the boy born second will become a gadol on 1 Adar, while the
boy born first will become a gadol on the 29" ("0 170 MR P"1Y).
Bar mitzvah in a leap year. If a boy was born in Adar | of a leap
year and his bar mitzvah is also in a leap year, some poskim
hold his 13" year is not finished until Adar Il (x"po 1”170 x"1n).
However, almost all other poskim hold he becomes a bar
mitzvah in Adar | (,7"%,0 "0 Yrn 1 nn 0w "0 71”3 0 YMY mMynwn
o) and this is the widespread minhag.

If a boy was born on 30 Adar | [the 1% day of Rosh Chodesh
Adar 1] and his bar mitzvah is in a regular year — in which Adar
always has 29 days — the poskim write that he becomes a bar
mitzvah on 30 Shevat [the 1% day of Rosh Chodesh Adar] since
the two days of Rosh Chodesh are like one long day (jrx P12 n"w
>0 1N "IN N1Y X3P "O).

Born in Adar of a Regular Year

17.

18.

19.

If a boy was born in Adar of a regular year and his bar mitzvah is
in a leap year, some say he becomes a bar mitzvah in Adar |
(70 "o MR 90 WM NMw).

However, most poskim hold he does not become a bar mitzvah
until Adar Il (o 77 »o x"m). This is because when a year
becomes a leap year, it affects the natural processes, and signs
of adulthood develop later (v »o yrn »mn,op MR M2 °57N).
Even so, some write he should be machmir and start putting on
tefillin in Adar | since in any event, some people put on tefillin a
month before their bar mitzvah (v o 1'n "Y1 vaw n"w). [Since
5769, 13 years ago, was a regular year, there are no bar
mitzvahs this month, Adar 1 5782.]

If a boy was born on 30 Shevat [1° day of Rosh Chodesh Adar]
of a regular year and his bar mitzvah is in a leap year, he
becomes a bar mitzvah on 30 Shevat [1% day of Rosh Chodesh
Adar 1] (7p o »’n "1 vaw n"w). However, some are concerned
for the opinion (13 mx %% 1rx pia) that the title “Rosh Chodesh
Adar” is the main thing, which would mean he would not
become a bar mitzvah until Rosh Chodesh Adar Il. Thus, it is



proper to take this into account for things which are deoraisa,
e.g., parts of the matzah baking process that must be done by a
gadol or other things (3> »o o7 1 n"w).

Bas Mitzvah

20. All of these rules apply equally to girls, who become obligated
in mitzvos at 12 years old (1% ran yap 2amm wman).

Halachos of Yahrzeit

Passed Away in Adar of a Regular Year

21. When one has a yahrzeit in Adar, the poskim argue about when
to observe the minhagim of yahrzeit, e.g., the minhag to fast on
one’s parent’s yahrzeit. The Mechaber holds one should fast in
Adar Il (»’op "o n™x 0"NN N1 1”0 N"Opn "0 Y"1V).

The Rama (270 2’n o 7"v210w), however, writes that the minhag is
that the yahrzeit is in Adar | since fasting and Kaddish help the
deceased father —why should we delay that? This is the minhag of
most Ashkenazim. He also writes that some are machmir to keep
both. Several poskim follow this (xpo 2'n *o0 7 7w X" M2 ,X"Mn).
One who does this only takes precedence over other aveilim to be
the chazan or say Kaddish in one of the Adars (man yaip Jamm v ian
75). [“tikkun” and lechayims can be done in both Adars...]

First Yahrzeit in a Leap Year

23. When a first yahrzeit falls in Adar of a leap year, even the
Mechaber agrees the yahrzeit is kept in Adar | (owaa'n»o v
a0 ~o y’awnn) since the first year ends after 12 months.

Aveilus. Aveilus for parents is for 12 months. Thus, in a leap year,
when 12 months are over before the first yahrzeit, the issurim of
aveilus end after 12 months (27po 7w X0 X"¥w »0 77 y"Ww). On the
yahrzeit itself, one should follow the halachos of yahrzeit, e.g.,
not participating in a party or simchah (’po n"xw "o 7'w).

‘42501 mIp> *»n.” Some hold one should keep saying “ 177
12OwNn Mod” [a phrase said after mentioning a recently-
deceased father’s name] in the 13" month, until the first
yahrzeit ("3p »o 2'n 7 prny’ 2 nw). Others argue and hold one
should stop after 12 months (nawn 7DD M MX 771 %0 XN O"YIN
2 MR "D NY1).

Passed Away in a Leap Year

26. If a person passed away in Adar | of a leap year, his yahrzeit is in
Adar |; if he passed away in Adar I, his yahrzeit is in Adar II.

27. 30 Adar . If a person passed away on 30 Adar |, his yahrzeit in a
regular year is on 30 Shevat (»o 1'n>'na 01w ,2"po N"OPN »O X"N
v). However, some say his yahrzeit is on Rosh Chodesh Nissan
(7 mx V"I "0 XN T NMIR).

Unsure If Someone Passed Away in Adar | or Adar Il

28. If it is unknown whether someone passed away in Adar | or
Adar I, the yahrzeit minhagim should be kept in Adar Il due to
the rules of chazakah, which tell us to assume he was alive in
Adar I. Also, some say one should always fast in Adar Il (2"
n"S>po N”opn "o X"YVY).

Fast of 7 Adar

29. The 7™ of Adar was established as a fast day to commemorate
the petirah of Moshe Rabbeinu (x"o o’pn »o y"w). There is a
machlokes if the fast should be in Adar | or Adar Il ("opo bw ).
In Chutz La'aretz, the minhag is to fast in Adar I. The minhag in
Eretz Yisroel — followed by the Chevra Kadisha of Yerushalayim -
is to fast in Adar Il ("& m>,"w My 2"n N"R RPN 719970 N2 700).

Halachos Dependent on 12 Months or a Year

Kneidlach Cooked on Acharon Shel Pesach Last Year
30. One who cooked kneidlach on Erev Shabbos of Acharon shel
Pesach last year [5781] and in a regular year would be careful
not to use those dishes [which have beliyos of gebrochts] until
the following Pesach may be lenient this year. This is because
there are poskim who hold dishes do not need hagalah after 12
months (v”> Mx 86 01 >pIN Y3 ,N"YpN NIR D1V 01 *77).
Apartment Rentals
31. A year or 12 months? If one agreed to a one-year apartment
rental starting Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 5782 for $12,000 a year,
for example, the contract expires on Erev Rosh Chodesh
Cheshvan 5783 and he does not have to pay for the extra
month (ow 7w, 1700 27w "o "IN Y"Y).
On the other hand, if one agreed to a 12-month rental with a
monthly rent, e.g., the contract was written on Rosh Chodesh

22.

24.

25.

32.
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Cheshvan and says the rent is $1,000 a month for 12 months,
the contract expires after 12 months [Erev Rosh Hashanah
5783]. If the renter remains in the apartment for the 13 month
[Tishrei], he must pay rent to the owner (ow); we do not assume
his intent in the contract was for a one-year rental (ow y"no).
If the words "month" and "year" were written in the contract, e.g.,
"a one-year rental for $1,000 a month," or "$1,000 a month for a
year," it is unclear if the main intent is the year or the months.
Since real estate halachically remains in the possession of its
owner, the owner may evict the renter after 12 months (see above,
29). If the renter stayed in the apartment until Rosh Chodesh
Cheshvan, he must pay rent for the 13" month ("3po »™o) since
the safeik arose at the beginning of the month; thus, he is like a
person who lived on someone else's property without permission.
Gregorian or Hebrew date. There is an 11-day difference
between the solar year [which the Gregorian calendar is based
on] and the lunar year [which the Hebrew calendar is based
on)]. There are differences of opinion about what to do if a
contract does not specify which calendar it follows.
If only the Gregorian date was mentioned, e.g., a contract drafted
on Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 5782 only said October 7, 2021, the
contract ends on October 6, 2022 [11 Tishrei 5783] and the
renter must pay for 12 months (1'ya "o mow 7o °nND Ypa v'm).
If only the Hebrew date was mentioned, it is clear that the
contract follows the Hebrew month. If both were mentioned,
e.g., "Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 5782/October 7, 2021" and the
landlord and tenant usually use the Gregorian date — or in Chutz
La'aretz, where all contracts use the Gregorian date — the
contract follows the Gregorian date. If both parties always use
the Hebrew date, the contract follows the Hebrew date (pny
"0 >0 D12 N71OW LOVH).
Tuition
37. Tuition in Eretz Yisroel is generally paid by the Hebrew month.
However, the parents' pre-authorized payment to the institution
is usually collected by the Gregorian month. Thus, the institution
has the right to collect an extra month's rent in a leap year.
Date in a Kesubah
38. Kesubah. Lechatchilah, a kesubah should indicate which Adar
the marriage took place in. In Adar | it should say "Adar
harishon"; in Adar Il, "Adar hasheini." It should not say "alef"
[x 97X] or "beis" ['2 77X] since that can be forged. If it did,
bedieved it is kosher.
If a kesubah for Adar | just said "Adar," it is kosher and a new
one does not need to be drafted. If a kesubah for Adar Il just
said "Adar," it is considered backdated, and it is pasul (o y"w
"D 3P D T"PrIar X7 ,1"30 31 70 1n).
Shanah Rishonah
40. A chosson has a mitzvah to live with his wife and gladden her in
their first year married, i.e., not to go out of town. In a leap year,
this mitzvah applies for 13 months (,7>1 7wy n’noo 0" mynwn
V™ "D XM PR 0NN MW ,71"PO 2™ >0 21 YR 1YW ,2"Dpn mxn irn).
Some say based on the Zohar (:y1 57 x¥n°3 B’y ®°p1) that this
mitzvah is only for 12 months ("0 770 >0 "prax ¥ a1 NMW).
End of Zman
41. According to all opinions, the yeshivah zman finishes at the end
of Adar Il. Many people mistakenly think it finishes at the end
[or beginning...] of Adar I...
Tomchei Yotzei Anglia
The Tomchei Yotzei Anglia campaign will be underway in the
coming days. It doesn’t matter whether the campaign is in Adar
| or Adar IlI; the main thing is to generously and openheartedly
support families as Pesach approaches.
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