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Please do not
read during
davening or

Krias HaTorah

Kedushah of Sefarim Today

Care for the Honor of Sefarim

1

Pri
3.

One must be very careful with the honor of sefarim. Whoever
disgraces the Torah is himself disgraced by people; whoever honors
the Torah is himself honored by people ("opnn o>on 1oo).
Banging on a sefer. One may not bang on a sefer out of anger ( n»a
1"p7 >0 0 7°0N 1O DW1A AT 0nY). However, one may bang on a sefer
while learning [e.g., when asking a powerful question...], but he
should be careful not to tear it (1”0 7Y 7 ’"0 2pY> Hix).

inted Sefarim
The foremost Acharonim argue whether printed sefarim today have the
same kedushah as the handwritten sefarim of the past. Some say their
kedushah is the same (170 1p »0 MR MW Y ,M”PO K'Y >0 TP 10
7 P"0 T D1 757 °0 WM 171 9”0 2" 70 R"INa XA 1% °0 1IXDN P’ 1Y
2757 %D TN 721WN *NND,"0 *0 KM 137NN 12WN 1MW ,M™ "0 XX 171 »01).
Rashi script, cursive. Some are meikel with sefarim written in Rashi
script or cursive, i.e., a fully written text just in a different font than
used in safrus (>0 77 721WN °MND1 X217 ,7"Dp "1 V"P PO PR’ NN MY
NTIPIA R T2 70 R IWNA AT TIO’D YRwn (91,2 "0 17571 7017 P O X"
™ "0 170 2571 °0 TN §OdN).
In practice. However, all the major poskim were machmir on today’s
printed sefarim, and one may not disgrace them (7"n »1571 VAW NV
Y°9p 1M ,R"W™3,270p P0) (see Issue 44, paragraph 4).
Written by a non-Jew. Torah sefarim printed for Jews by a non-Jew
also have kedushah; one must guard their honor too (n2wn "Yyw
'3 "0 XK"Y 7D TP A21WN °MND,’X P"0 TV "0 MMIX).

Throwing Sefarim

7.

La
10

11.

12.

One may not throw kisvei kodesh, even halachos and aggados. For
example, when giving a sefer to someone else, do not throw it to
him. Give it to him gently and respectfully (7o 2”07 7™ y™w). One
may not even give a small toss less than three tefachim since we are
not meikel at all with the kedushah and honor of sefarim ( 73 »33 00
DW PMW3A 19W’ *1aX "0 PP 2701 °0). Accordingly, when putting a sefer
onto a table, put it down gently; do not throw it.

Packaged sefarim. If one has many sefarim inside plastic or paper
packaging and he wants to throw them in order to clear them out
quickly, he may do so gently, but only if they are wrapped in two
covers (X"Yp >0 2'M 0P M INR NMY).

Shipping sefarim. One may ship sefarim by mail or the like if they are
wrapped in a box and have two covers; he does not need to fear they
will be degraded (12 X°an WP >3 'O ,X"PP "D 2N WP IR N
0”1 77PN 2" R"YAN).

Respect for Sefarim

ying a Sefer Upside Down

. One may not put a sefer kodesh upside down ( X"m1,57n owa nwNR 77T
R™ 5PYO N Y /1 7wo). There are three forms of this:

1) An open sefer with its pages facing the table and its binding facing
up (Mo p"o X™an a7 mynwn); 2) A closed sefer with its back cover
facing up and the front cover facing the table ( o 7”n 0158 Ma371 N"W
1 p"oamr o'n); 3) A closed sefer standing on a bookshelf with its top
end facing down (X 93y 1”X >0 "1 71D’ *1AX N"WY).

Even momentarily. One should be careful not to put a sefer upside
down even if he is only getting up from learning for a moment. A
common example is putting a sefer upside down when called up
for an aliyah; one should make sure not to do this (o n>72 Y
15700 27D7).

13.

14.
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Written left to right. A sefer kodesh written in English or any other
language written from left to right should be set down according
to the way it is read ("o 7Y 27n °>no1 N>13).

Defective, backward. Sometimes a sefer is printed defectively, e.g.,
the pages are opposite the direction of the binding. Some say such a
sefer should be placed on a bookshelf or a table with its pages
straight even though it looks backward from the outside (n™an
FPPN’Y XN MW 717 °po273p). Others say that when it comes to a print
sefer, whose honor is primarily based on its binding, the binding
should face the right way even if the rest of the sefer will be upside
down (3"y1 'y oo 7120 Nnw). Thus, it is proper to keep the pages
of the sefer straight but to cover the outside binding with tape or the
like so that it does not look like the sefer is being degraded.

Putting Sefarim on the Ground

15.

16.

17.

One may not put a sefer Torah or other sefarim on the ground ( X"m
7 Yo 2”571 »0). One may also not put sefarim on the steps in front of
an aron kodesh (ow x"m).

Where people walk. One should take care not to put sefarim on a
ladder in an otzar sefarim since people step on it ( %X 0, R IR Y™
7177 12 Yo 170 apy°). One should also make sure not to put sefarim
on bleachers. This is true even when no one is standing there; it is
not respectful to a sefer to put it in a place meant for standing ( n™n
~ MR WTIPI 113 '0 *poIp).

In a case or bag. One may put a case with sefarim on the ground if
he needs to since the case is a distinct item and considered a barrier.
Some go further and raise it a tefach off the ground. It would seem
that all opinions would agree a bag does not help since a bag on its
own is insignificant ( X2m *po°1p MM AN 191 XKNPNIRT X 0P 10
TR IR 02 '03).

Lap

18.

19.

One may not put a sefer Torah — or other sefer — on his lap, as doing so
is degrading, but one may do so for the purpose of learning ( 2757 o x"m
7 7ppD). Some write one may not rest his two elbows on a sefer even if it
is on a table (X 7Y 10 2pY> YR MY VIV YY1 PO NMAA).

It is proper lechatchila not to put together with sefarim items that
are not in keeping with the honor due to sefarim. Thus, when going
on a trip or traveling with a suitcase, one should make sure to put a
sefer in its own bag next to food or clothing so that it is not degraded
(M 7°yo 7"D 0°71DON T12D NYNY).

Objects on Sefarim

20.

21.

Hat. One should not put his hat on a sefer; many people make this
mistake. Some allow putting a hat on a sefer to cover it when he
leaves (7”3 7yo 2" WP *113). Others allow putting a hat on a bag
containing sefarim.

Other items. One should be careful when learning not to put anything
on top of sefarim. A pen or the like is fine if it is for the purpose of
learning. One should make sure not to put a computer on top of
sefarim even if it is for learning since that is degrading. However, if one
has a computer only used for learning, e.g., it is connected to Otzar
HaChochma, and he does not use it for anything else, it is mutar.
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Entering a Bathroom with a Sefer

One Case or Two?

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Leather case. One may bring a sefer in a leather case into a bathroom
even if it is only in a single case ("0 2”91 >0 TP Y"WV).

Some Acharonim write one may be meikel to enter a modern-day
bathroom with sefarim or divrei Torah inside one cover (¥n o 2"1wn
X" 0w p"o), but they write that lechatchila one should only enter
a bathroom if they are in a double cover (i »0 X1 >nan N"w 0V 2"1VN).
Shirt or pants pocket. Some poskim say a shirt/pants pocket or the
like has the status of a leather cover and two covers are not
necessary even if it is not tight and the kisvei kodesh are visible ( 330
1 a0 wNpn i Yy'op). Others say two covers are necessary
("o mwn 170 apY’ Yax X" an). If one is wearing an overgarment, e.g.,
a jacket, above the shirt or pants, it is as if the sefer is in a container
within a container (°po2°1p M™An ,2"0 Yo PH°ON D NMR WA *poD
X"DNN 121wN P9DN YN oI NYT).

Transparent cover. Strictly speaking, a transparent cover made of
plastic etc. works as a cover for the purposes of the kedushah of
sefarim and divrei Torah. Some say it is improper to use a
transparent cover if the sefer is visible from the outside, but all
poskim agree that a small siddur in a plastic bag that is in a pants
pocket or the like is considered to be in a double cover since it is not
visible from the outside (X 'pi 7”0 2pY> HnX '0 >NAPn VIV HY2 1" N).
Cover specifically for a sefer. A cover specifically meant for a sefer is
not considered a cover. Thus, if one attaches a cover to a sefer, it is
not considered a cover since it is part of the sefer. Similarly, the
plastic many talmidim wrap their sefarim in is considered part of the
sefer, not a cover (>nipn VIV HYPa 1M ,7T PO M 0 N™IX "IV MYNRYN
2 7PN OV IpY HR).

Binding. A sefer’s binding is not considered a cover since it is like part
of the sefer ("7 p"o M "o 2"1wn). Similarly, laminate plastic is not
considered a cover (1 TMY XNPMKRT XIp? '02 Y'YIP 17130 R"07Ia00).
Forgot and entered the bathroom. It sometimes happens that a
person enters the bathroom and remembers that there is a sefer or
divrei Torah in his pocket, in one covering, and he is able to take it out
and put it into a double covering. Some poskim say it is better to take
it out in the bathroom to put it into a double covering even though it
will be exposed for a moment (7™ i 7" APY’ YR O, TRIVIR Y™MIAN).
Others say it is better not to take it out (1”1 »0 X" *NApn VIV N"WY " N).

Sitting with Sefarim

On a bed. One may not sit on a bed that a sefer Torah is on (70 y"w
7 Yo 2"m1). The same is true of other sefarim (ow x"m).

Sefarim on a Bench

30.

31.

32.

33.

One should make sure not to sit on a bench that has sefarim on it (0"
ow X"7) unless they are on top of something else (0"po 7w). Some
require that object to be a tefach high (1po ow1Tp NT), but the poskim
say that strictly speaking it does not need to be a tefach. However, a
thin paper is not enough either; it should be something that is visibly
raised somewhat (T i "0 3PP YR, YOI 3 ROMAA).

In a bag. Some say a sefer in a plastic bag on a bench is considered
to be on top of something, even if the bag is transparent, and one
may sit on the bench (1 mn n7o 2py> Ynx oW’ 138 Y1), Others are
machmir even if the sefer is in a bag. Some say it is better to put the
sefer upright on the bench rather than lying down ( Ynx>poa»ip n™in
T YN 0w apY’).

Separate seats. If a bench has multiple seats connected by an iron
bar, the seats are considered separate chairs even though they are
connected. Thus, one may sit on one seat even if there are sefarim
on the seat next to him (X™ o 3’1 157 VaW N"VY).

On an empty bench. One may place sefarim on an empty bench or
bed; doing so is not degrading (7 myn 0w 2pY? SRR *POITIP N"IN).

Sefarim on a Bed

34.

35.

36.

If one is lying on a bed and wants to learn from a sefer, he may be
meikel to put the sefer on a pillow or the like. But he should not put
the sefer directly on the bed he is lying on, as that is degrading to the
sefer (Mop v 217 71w VN2 'Y 2" WTIPA °133 0, XN DW1 Y0P 1Ma0).
Sleeping on a sefer. One may not sleep on a sefer (jopn o1on 10D).
Some say that if one sees someone sleeping on a sefer, he should
slide the sefer out from underneath him without waking him up. If
there is a possibility he will wake up, he

should not take away the sefer (> 5

Y"?ﬁp 1IN DV WTIPN). nﬁpﬁn:qg?:_‘ﬁ%.?j’ﬁ 5;n ‘ T#'ﬁg mjswj ==
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Elimelech or Razi’el Hamalach under a

woman’s head during childbirth as a oNT 2ya AN

segulah for an easy birth ( oaoyo yy» ’:”..b aNT

ARk 5‘ Nmvow APIINY MMM 297 13 vy oM

72 72 °27). The poskim discuss whether this is degrading, as well
asifitis a problem of “healing” through divrei Torah (157 vaw n"w
PP >0 "3 PON WN IR 1MW /2 MX 2"0p 0 1"'N). However, some write
one may put the sefer under a pillow or mattress ( Y251 >127 n"w
1op *0 7'n). If it is placed in a designated cover, there is certainly
basis to be meikel, and this is what people rely on.

Bookshelf

37. Changing a diaper. One may not change a child’s diaper in front of
sefarim (1 »0 17°5R mn n"w), but some allow it in a very pressing
situation (x”> 7Yn 7’0 WP 112 *"©™37). Some say one may change
a diaper in front of a bookshelf with a glass cover. Even though there
are sefarim in the room and excrement is exposed in front of them,
the glass partition is considered a barrier (71 p"0 1”91 "0 7™ 1"V).
Similarly, children should not be allowed to go around unclothed in
front of sefarim (v™pnn o o>*1°oN DO 'n PO 1”1 »O BN 7).

38. Bedroom. When installing a bookshelf in a bedroom etc., make sure
it has doors so that the sefarim will never be degraded.

Putting One Sefer on Another

39. One may put one sefer Torah on another sefer Torah or chumashim
on chumashim, nevi'im, and kesuvim. However, nevi'im and
kesuvim may not be placed on chumashim, nor may chumashim be
placed on a sefer Torah (0™ 7Pyo 2”91 "0 7" Y"W). These halachos
apply to our sefarim as well since at the end of the day, a printed
chumash has more kedushah than a printed Tanach (151 vaw 1Y w).

40. Siddur. Even though there is Tehillim and/or Krias haTorah at the
end of a siddur, it is treated for these purposes as a siddur and other
sefarim may be placed on it since its main function is as a siddur
(0"%7 70 21 *NAPA VIV NV ,R"TYIAM XK"Y730).

41. Mikra’os Gedolos chumash. If a chumash has pages that are mostly
filled with mefarshim but there are some pesukim on each page, it
still has the kedushah of a chumash, and other sefarim should not
be placed on it (0w *nipn VIV N"Wa "N).

42. A gemara should not be placed on a chumash even though the
gemara is a peirush on the Torah Shebichsav. Similarly, a gemara
should not be placed on nevi'im or kesuvim (2"% »0 wPn >0 N"W).

43. One may put sefarim of Torah Sheba’al Peh on top of other sefarim
of Torah Sheba’al Peh. Thus, one may place Acharonim, e.g., a
Kovetz Mefarshim, on a gemara (9mpi °131 '0,X™1MI7 0w Y2 3700).

Using a Sefer for Various Purposes

Keeping Things in a Sefer

44. Mundane. One should be careful not to use sefarim for any
mundane purpose. One should also not keep things other than
Torah writings inside sefarim. Blank pages, tissues, etc., should not
be kept in a sefer even if they will be used for learning since that is a
degrading use of the sefer.

45. Beard hairs. There is an old Chassidishe minhag to keep detached
beard hairs in a sefer because of the kedushah in them. Still, we may
not do this due to the kedushah of the sefer, as it is degrading to the
sefer (v”an »o 27N NIAAIT M2WYN ,1"Y ANWY 770 D). [One certainly
may not put hairs in a beis medrash’s sefer because of 1xpwn %1 to
others, as it is disgusting to other people.]

46. Reserving a spot with a sefer. It would seem one should not leave a
sefer by a spot in the beis medrash for a few minutes to save the
spot unless he needs to learn from the sefer. Lechatchilah it is best
to learn a bit from it and then he can leave it there (Yo 7am k" an
"0 PYD "D WP °113 D).

47. Bosis on Shabbos. One may place sifrei kodesh on a table to prevent
it from becoming a bosis on Shabbos since it is not apparent that it is
being used for the table’s status. If he learns something from it before
setting it down, all poskim agree it is mutar (Xn» X7 X, 7°>7p 1M00).

48. Leaving a sefer open. One should not leave a sefer open when he
exits; he should first cover it. It is advisable to have a cloth handy
for this purpose (X"po 1"p1 >0 T T'W,1"3).

49. One should not use another sefer to cover his sefer since that is
degrading. However, one may be meikel if the sefer was next to him
to begin with and he is only lifting it onto his sefer.

50. One may use another sefer to keep his sefer open in the wind or if

his sefer is bound tightly. This is use in the course of learning and

__therefore mutar (2™0 1" WP *212 1DD).
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G £ Kovetz “Chukai Chaim” Part y& 1

We have much gratitude to n"'win that we have the merit to benefit Klal Yisroel by spreading knowledge of
Halacha to tens of thousands. With much Siyata Dishmaya, the weekly bulletin “Chukai Chaim” has gained a vast
readership and quality reputation across a broad spectrum. Poskim, Rabbanim, Kollel members, B'nei Torah,
Balei Batim of all ages, women, and children alike enjoy reading it. Discussions of many halachic matters,
especially around the Shabbos table, are constantly generated amongst its readership, their family and friends.

Over the time we have been getting more and more requests from our extensive audience, who adore the
bulletin, to print a compilation of the bulletins and distribute them. This will allow people to analyze the bulletins
at the most useful time, as questions occur. After much deliberation we accepted on ourselves to undertake this
monumental task of creating the “Kovetz Chukai Chaim” Part 1 which included Gilyonos 1-101, including a
detailed table of contents and index making it easy to find any desired topic. With this we hope to continue
disseminating Torah and Halacha in a clear, enjoyable manner that is understood by all.

Seeing that this also was happily and thankfully accepted worldwide with thousand of copies reprinted, we
yet again answer the universal demand to print and distribute “Kovetz Chukai Chaim” Part 2 which will include
Gilyonos 102-200, including many interesting, relevant and time sensetive Halachic topics, with a detailed index.

Clearly, however, the expenses of printing and distributing the “Chukai Chaim” weekly are immense,
including editing, typesetting, translating to English, printing and distributing in Eretz Yisroel, Europe and other
International locations; all the more so when adding this greatly desired project. We therefore are asking you,
our esteemed readers, to partner with us to benefit you and indeed many others as well; and to display the
admiration and respect you have for our work. Dedications are available as a z’chus l'iluy nishmas a loved one,
or as a token of gratitude to the “Cheder Horoah”, and specifically the devoted creators of the “Chukai Chaim”,
led by Moreinu Harav Chaim Bleier Shlit”a who dedicates days and nights to bring to you a fantastic publication.

Every single beneficiary and reader chooses from one of the following Sponsorship Opportunities:

=

Gold Patron - $1000 - 277 1170D ! Silver Patron - $720 - fo> 1MLVD )
. o NS

Whole page - $500 - nbw 117)17) Half page - $360 - Ty *xn ) Quarter page - $180 - Ty v:—y

ALLLLLLLLALLLLLLLLLELLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLlLlLL Ll N

Eighth page $72 - Tiny mrnw / Listing - $36 -nn°wna )

Please hurry and send in a.s.a.p your details: Name, Address, Amount, Payment method,
Text of dedication to appear in the Kovetz “Chukai Chaim”

To: pshtibel@gmail.com
To donate with Credit Card

The donation will show up as Agudat Mosdos Tzanz
To pay via Nedorim Plus, Call 03-763-0585, code no. 1498

For more details re. sponsorships: 053 319 7409

CHUKAI CHAIM

In the zchus of supporting Torah and wide-spreading Halacha to Klal Yisroel, you should be
zoche to only the best, Nachas from all your children with health, wealth and happiness.
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With Torah blessings and gratitude
Management of “Chukai Chaim”
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