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Halachos of a Gadol

1. Thereis a halacha I'Moshe MiSinai that a boy must meet two criteria
to get the deoraisa status of a gadol: first, he must complete 13 full
years of life and enter his 14" year; second, he must have signs of a
gadol, i.e., two adult hairs (X"» v 77 7 71'13), as will be explained.

13 Years Old

2. The poskim argue whether a boy becomes a bar mitzva right at tzeis
upon the completion of his 13% year and the start of his 14* year, or
whether he must wait until the exact time he was born, e.g., if he was
born at 1 p.m., he does not become a bar mitzva until 1 p.m. of that day.

3. Exact time. Some hold that he must wait until the time he was born
to have the status of a gadol (277 mIn»xw /a2 MR "D 773 M0 oY
DO A1 PO MNY DN Mpn 1"op RNX). Some add that we do not
differentiate, and he must always wait until the entire day passes,
i.e., 13 years plus a day (X3172>"770 DW21 3"7130W DWA 3P0 1”170 V'7IX1).

4. Start of the day. But almost all poskim hold that a boy is already
considered a 13-year-old at the beginning of his birthday, i.e., after
tzeis of the night that begins his 14% year (ow x"an ,7po »1 ”0 "0
"9 70 w1 "N Yol 7' ,3po). We follow this opinion for all matters
(2"mpo 1”101 3"5P0 37170 2"N).

5. Born bein hashemashos. If a boy was born during bein
hashemashos, we are machmir both ways, i.e., he is not motzi others
in anything and he is personally machmir to fulfill mitzvos. Thus, he
should put on tefillin the previous day even though it is an uncertain
chiyuv. He can make a bracha on the tefillin and the seudas mitzva
and Yom Tov can be made for him on the first day since he is
obligated in mitzvos, albeit out of doubt (130 71 »1571 VIV "W).

“Chazaka d’Rava”

6. On adeoraisa level, it is not enough for a boy to be 13 years old; he
must also have two adult hairs, as mentioned above. However, there
is an assumption, known as “chazaka d’Rava,” that a 13-year-old boy
already has two adult hairs like most 13-year-old boys. Thus, even if
they did not check, he has the status of a gadol, even deoraisa, as
the Torah follows the majority for all matters. The same is true if they
checked and did not find: we assume he had them and they fell out.

7. Deoraisa halachos. Although this chazaka tells us that a 13-year-old
is considered a gadol, Chazal were concerned that perhaps a boy is
part of the significant minority of 13-year-olds without two adult
hairs. Thus, for deoraisa matters, they were machmir derabanan not
to consider a boy a gadol until it is known with certainty that he has
two adult hairs. For derabanan matters, they relied on chazaka
d’Rava to consider him a gadol (3non Dwa x"5po 1”10 2"n). We will
now cite some examples.

Tefilla

8. Shliach tzibbur. A 13-year-old boy can be the shliach tzibbur since
most poskim hold that tefilla is only derabanan. Even according to
the ones who hold it is deoraisa (0”am1n »w), nowadays the shliach
tzibbur is not motzi others in tefilla so we can rely on chazaka
d’Rava (X"5po "% "0 2"n).

9. Set shliach tzibbur. Out of respect for the tzibbur, we only appoint
someone with a full beard or at an age that he could grow a full
beard as a set shliach tzibbur, but anyone who is at least 13 years
old, as explained above, can be the shliach tzibbur on occasion
("opo 2"m n"o1 1”0 1”3 70 YM). In a yeshiva ketana, where the
tzibbur consists mostly of young bochurim, a 13-year-old can be
the set shliach tzibbur since that is not disrespectful to the tzibbur
(76 'y Y"NNIX 2”0 AYBDN ANYW MY X TYIN).

10.

Counted as one of the ten for a minyan. This is a derabanan halacha
so we can rely on chazaka d’Rava (ow 2n).

Birkas Hamazon, Zimun

11.

Since most poskim hold that the chiyuv of zimun is derabanan, a 13-
year-old can be part of a zimun (,0po DW X7 WY "D V'¥P PO RN
2 X 147 793 5"wn »p). He can also lead the zimun and bentch on a
cup of wine. He cannot be motzi others in their chiyuv to bentch,
which is deoraisa, but since today everyone bentches for
themselves, a 13-year-old can lead the zimun. This is the minhag: the
bar mitzva boy leads the zimun at his seudas bar mitzva (770 w"mp).

Baal Korei

12.

13.

14.

A child cannot be the baal korei for Krias HaTorah, but once a boy is a
bar mitzva, i.e., 13 years old, he can be the baal korei even if it is not
known that he has two adult hairs; for this matter, we rely on chazaka
d’Rava since he is not being motzi the tzibbur in a chiyuv deoraisa (2
TN R 7INA NRPW 70w 717070 70 173710 XY 1,370 101 70).

Minhag for bar mitzva boy to lein the parsha. There is a minhag for a
bar mitzva boy to lein the weekly parsha in shul on the first Shabbos
after his bar mitzva (”o n"x *27m >w12% MY 07571 MK XYM PP nm
™). This makes it known to everyone that he is a bar mitzva, as a child
cannot lein for others. That is why the father makes the bracha of
“ATHw 1wIYN *1MVBY M1” at this time ("po rxA W, PO "1 70 2"N).
Caution when a bar mitzva boy leins. On the one hand, a bar mitzva
boy must prepare the leining properly to the best of his ability so that
he will lein loudly, pronounce the words properly, and not slur or
swallow letters. On the other hand, the tzibbur must understand that
this is the first time he is leining. Therefore, if he makes a mistake, he
does not need a beis din of 73 members to point out his
error...especially if it is a mistake in the trop or pronunciation that does
not change the meaning. Thus, it is proper to appoint someone, e.g.,
the regular baal korei or one responsible person, to stand next to the
boy and gently make corrections when necessary. Whereas the issur
to embarrass someone is deoraisa, krias haTorah is only derabanan.

Making Tzitzis

15.

16.

17.

Spinning tzitzis. Lechatchila a bar mitzva boy should not be allowed
to spin tzitzis strings for others if we do not know that he has two
adult hairs since there is a deoraisa requirement to spin tzitzis for the
sake of the mitzva [“lishma”] and we do not rely on chazaka d’Rava
for deoraisa matters (jx10 7”7 8™ »0 Y"nR*22 k7 2"0o). If a bar mitzva
boy already spun them and there is no way to check, some poskim
say one can be meikel bedieved (0 ¥1np /X "0 N"1TAN TP YT NMY
Dw Y"ix0a,0"), while others say they are pasul even bedieved ( n"w
275 >0 2apy> MY1Y’ T 70 MR X"P).

Tying tzitzis. As far as attaching and tying the tzitzis onto the beged, the
poskim write that one should make sure the boy is 13 but he can rely
on chazaka d’Rava and does not need to know that he has two adult
hairs (177po 7 0 2’ma x2 #mo). The reason for this is because it is a
double safeik: perhaps he has two adult hairs, and perhaps the halacha
is that a child can attach the tzitzis (n°¥’x nwd 10D 7372 XA N2°N).
Does a koton who tied tzitzis have to untie them as a gadol? Some
poskim say that if a koton made tzitzis and knows that he made them
for the sake of the mitzva, he does not need to untie and retie them
when he becomes a gadol since he knows he made them lishma, he
can rely on himself, and it is like a bedieved case ("7 7 "0 Y"Ax"a
Tx1%). However, some are concerned about the opinion that a
koton inherently cannot do things lishma (n3 1°27). Thus, a virtuous
person will be machmir to untie and retie them once he becomes a
gadol (o "y V"D /71’ 3"D 1Y TN, X192 A0 n).
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Bar Mitzva that Falls on Shabbos

Becomes a Gadol at the Beginning of the Night
18. If a child was born during the day and becomes a bar mitzva on
Shabbos, he does not need to wait until the time he was born. As
soon as tzeis on Friday night arrives, he becomes a bar mitzva, in
accordance with the ruling of most poskim (above, 4).
Maariv
19. If a boy becomes a bar mitzva on Friday night and the tzibbur is
davening before tzeis [a very common occurrence in Chutz La’aretz on
the summer Shabbosos], he cannot serve as the shliach tzibbur for
Kabbalas Shabbos and Maariv ("o 1 "o n"x x"m1). Although as far as
tosefes Shabbos, it is considered Shabbos with respect to tefilla, it is
not like night with respect to this boy’s koton status (1”0 o»n »3py).
Nevertheless, strictly speaking he may daven himself and be yotzei;
he does not need to wait until night, as even if a koton cannot be
motzi gedolim, he can satisfy his own chiyuv while he is a koton, and
it will be valid even after he becomes a gadol (1"5p "o M™x X"p7 »p
201995 Naw XM ,1™ 70 MR 7137 2°YN N1 X"p 70 3N 0" NMwl).
Kiddush
21. Some hold that even if a tzibbur took in Shabbos before the night, a
koton should not make Kiddush until it is definitely night since the
Kiddush that he made before night does not help him be yotzei his
deoraisa chiyuv of Kiddush ( ®"n inbw 112 n"1w1 X™ Naw *°7 732 R
10 "N 1970 VY NMWI I D).
If he made Kiddush before night, he should not make Kiddush a
second time at night (2 MIX X"0 0 7"n PRPA XKW N"W). Instead, it is
proper for him to hear Kiddush from a gadol who did not yet make
Kiddush (ow Y"naw) or to have in mind to be yotzei his deoraisa chiyuv
of Kiddush with Retzei in Birkas Hamazon (x> »o 1n jm mmab nw),
though some note that Yetzias Mitzrayim is not mentioned in Retzei.
Netilas Yodayim
23. If a boy becomes a bar mitzva in the middle of a meal, i.e., he started
before night, he does not need to wash his hands again when he
becomes a gadol (1”3 ’yia1,’0 MK 1”3p *ax NYnI 17901 WY PN
TINM T¥°3 1D0Y X"07HW YWY TIXRA 111 PON 7030 PY1,7Ta DT TX X7
1102 19701 X"RT MV°YWDA ANoW).
Aliya
24. Bar mitzva “bo bayom.” If a boy becomes a bar mitzva on Shabbos,
he should be given one of the seven required aliyos, not Maftir ( 1xa
75 'Y nOP JRXD A1 DO ,1"Yp o 195n).
“inoTm” for a Kohen. The poskim discuss a case where two boys
become bnei mitzva in the middle of the week and they both want
to get Maftir on Shabbos, as is customary for bar mitzva boys: should
a Yisroel yield to a Kohen because of the mitzva of 1nwTp1? The
answer is that MMM only dictates that if something is divided
equally, a Yisroel should tell a Kohen to take what he wants first, as
mentioned in the Gemara (2"y v”1 77 V). However, in our case the
division will not be equal since there is only one Maftir who will also
lein the Haftara, which is the preferable one for a bar mitzva boy.
Hence, w1 does not apply and they should determine who gets
which aliya by lottery (2" 7> 7 xnv TR *p1wn X"wa0).
Zimun
26. Some say that if a boy started to eat before night and became a bar
mitzva at night, he can lead the zimun if he was sitting at the meal
with the others and ate a kezayis of bread at night, after he became
a gadol. If he did not eat a kezayis at night, he cannot lead the zimun
(0”3 mX 2D PInmM TX°3). Some say he can be a member of a zimun
even if he did not eat a kezayis at night (110 n"n »151 vawY N"V).
Birkas Hamazon
27. As far as bentching goes, if a boy ate before night, became a gadol
before he digested the food, and did not eat after tzeis, some are
unsure if his chiyuv to bentch is deoraisa or just derabanan ( X"y "an
X"po 1"0p "0 Y"1w). Others hold that it is just derabanan ( n”>»o X
7"po). If he bentched while he was a koton, he certainly does not
need to bentch again after he becomes a gadol, even if it is W|th|n“
the amount of time it takes to digest [“shiur ikul”] (19p "o x'n »’mwn).|/
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22.

25.
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28. If he also ate a kezayis after becoming a gadol, his chiyuv is definitely
deoraisa and he can even be motzi others (2”0 2"n XX n"w), just in
practice, everyone bentches for themselves nowadays.

Bentching at seuda shelishis when becoming a bar mitzva on
Sunday. The above discussion is also relevant if a boy becomes a bar
mitzva on Sunday and he finished eating seuda shelishis before night
and bentched — does he need to bentch again once it is night while
he is still satiated (ow X"y 731 ©"p)? Some rule that it is clear he does
not need to bentch; Birkas Hamazon is for eating, with a
requirement that one be satiated, not on satiation alone (ow 1’mwn).
Tefillin

30. Sunday or Friday? For those who follow the Rama’s opinion (o n"x
3o ) that a boy should only start putting on tefillin the day he
becomes a bar mitzva, when the bar mitzva falls on Shabbos, the boy
should put on tefillin for the first time on Sunday ( 'y o>w1 0»n *>77
D MR APy’ Hr N 1Y), However, the minhag in Belz is to put
them on Erev Shabbos so that the day of the boy’s bar mitzva not go
by without him ever having put on tefillin ( 1110 m102 D°2°N1 P81 »D2
RT9PIN "IN DWIA RN M),

Shehecheyanu on tefillin. The poskim argue whether a boy makes
Shehecheyanu when he puts on tefillin for the first time. The Mishna
Berura concludes that he does not (2"po 2”3 >0 2"n), and in the Biur
Halacha he concludes that it is proper to create a separate chiyuv to
make Shehecheyanu, e.g., with a new garment or fruit. A boy who
puts tefillin on for the first time on Sunday cannot make
Shehecheyanu on new clothing that he wore on Shabbos, so he
should try to leave a new garment or fruit for the day he puts on his
tefillin for the first time.

Harachamim

Most poskim hold that Tachanun is still said when there is a bar
mitzva boy present (n"n "0 X™n0 1371 X N"W); accordingly, Av
Harachamim is said if it is Shabbos.

Gift for the Bar Mitzva Boy

33. Gift on Shabbos. One may not give a gift on Shabbos unless it is for
a Shabbos or mitzva purpose. The minhag to give dishes as a gift to
a chosson who gives a drasha is improper (3>po 1w "o 2™n).
Accordingly, some allow giving sefarim as gifts since they are for a
mitzva purpose.

Kinyan through someone else. One can transfer ownership of a gift
to the bar mitzva boy through someone else before the start of
Shabbos. Even if he was not yet a bar mitzva on erev Shabbos, it is
still possible to transfer ownership to him through someone else; as
the Shulchan Aruch points out (7o 1”0 n"n), one can benefit a
koton through an acquisition.

Another permissible method is to tell the recipient not to intend to acquire
the gift until after Shabbos (% V"0 YW "D 70 MR TROX K™ W),

The Acharonim discuss whether one can handle a kli shemelachto
I'issur, e.g., a camera, to give it as a gift, as a form of tzorech gufo
umekomo: perhaps the benefit of giving a gift is considered letzorech
gufo usage (1w 3M203P DT YV [PV R"PI N3 XN DN PPN NMY 0N Py
2" 31 1N VIV NMWIT,2730 7N MR 7R 2P0 R7nn YY).
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We were deeply touched and truly overwhelmed, by the outpouring of
heart-felt M5, the multitudes of caring sentiments, and the many offers
of help during the time | was hospitalised.  Avi Yodaiken &Family




