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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the
Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoet Nachmeni zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.
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Hashem spoke to Moshe on Har Sinai saying. Speak to the
Children of Israel and say to them... for six years
you may sow your field... but on the seventh year
a complete rest there shall be for the
land...

Rashi brings the Toras Kohanim who
comments on this juxtaposition between Har
Sinai and Shemittah, which we find in this
Passuk, and says as follows. 238 nvnw 11y nn
NV NY NN 8RR ,71°01 1I0RI MI3NN 23 8271 ,°1°0
1°PM1992 1NRI 1210 R C1on RITRT P29
2ron 1P — What is the matter of
Shemittah doing next to Har Sinai, i.e. why
does the Torah specifically mention that the
laws of Shemittah were given to Moshe on
Har Sinai, when all of the Mitzvos were given
to Moshe on Har Sinai? To teach us, that just
as we find with the Mitzvah of Shemittah,
that its general rules as well as all its fine
details, were stated at Har Sinai, so too with
all the Mitzvos, were their general rules as
well as all their details, said to Moshe at
Har Sinai.

There is much in this question and answer

that needs to be explained. Firstly, because we are discussing the
Parsha which teaches us the laws of Shemittah, and for some
reason the Torah mentions Har Sinai, the question shouldn’t be
‘What is the matter of Shemittah doing next to Har Sinai’, but
rather, ‘What is the matter of Har Sinai doing next to Shemittah’?
Secondly, because the question essentially was, ‘What does the
Mitzvah of Shemittah have to do with Har Sinai more than all the
other Mitzvos’, it would seem that the Toras Kohanim’s answer
never really resolved the question, as we can still ask why the
Torah specifically chose the Mitzvah of Shemittah to teach us the
lesson that all the Mitzvos were given over to Moshe at Har Sinai
along with their details.
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Concerning the wording of the question, we can explain that
although, indeed, the question is why the Torah mentions Har
Sinai in the Parsha of Shemittah, nevertheless, the point of the
question isn’t so much why the Torah mentions Har Sinai in
regards to the Mitzvah of Shemittah, for had the Torah mentioned
Har Sinai in regards to any Mitzvah we would have had the same
question. Rather, the question really is why the Torah exclusively
chose the Mitzvah of Shemittah to be associated with Har Sinai,
and thus the question is, ‘What is the matter of
Shemittah doing next to Har Sinai’.

In regards to the Toras Kohanim’s answer,
we can explain that not only were the general
rules and all the details of Shemittah given
over to Moshe on Har Sinai, moreover, many
of its details were actually learned from Har
Sinai itself, as we shall explain. Therefore,
how appropriate it is indeed that the Mitzvah
of Shemittah is the one that was chosen to be
associated with Har Sinai.

¢ ¢ o

One of the details of Shemittah which we
learn from Har Sinai is the following. One
can wonder why Hashem would command us
not to work the field on the Shemittah year;
isn’t it pointless to let a healthy fruit-bearing-
field sit uncultivated for an entire year? We
can answer this question by observing
something that transpired by Har Sinai.

Hashem’s revelation by Har Sinai, of
Himself as well as all the Heavenly Angels,
was a one-time phenomenon. Nevertheless,
not all Jews were able to equally benefit from this opportunity to
reap immense spiritual pleasure from this Holy revelation. Rather,
Hashem commanded Moshe to enclose the entire mountain and to
only allow himself, Aharon and his children to enter the fenced in
area, and even those few couldn’t all advance to the same point,
but instead each had his designated spot up to where he was able
to approach. For although Hashem’s glory was certainly present,
each person was able to benefit from it only as much as Hashem
decreed upon him to benefit. This is a lesson which we can also
internalize from the Mitzvah of Shemittah. When one goes ahead
to plant his field, he must realize that the crop that will grow is not
due to his efforts at all, for just as Hashem commands us to let the
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land lay barren for the full year of Shemittah, and even so promises
that the field will reap enough profit to support us throughout the
Shemittah year, so too, even the other six years when we do work
the field, it is really only Hashem who is causing the crop to grow,
and the crop that we harvest and benefit from is not so much the
fruits of our labor, as much as it really is only the manifestation of
that which Hashem has decreed upon us to benefit.

(R MR 712 hwID NYUNY y¥I1)

The Protection Accorded To Those
Who Learn Torab
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If you will follow my decrees and observe my
commandments and perform them...

The Midrash brings this Passuk and expounds on it as follows.
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JNTY 98 09227 N2°wR1 2277 "nawn — ‘If you will follow my decrees’.
This [i.e. the Passuk that says 1320 *njpna b’ which literally translate
as, ‘If you will go in my decrees’, and doesn’t use the more
grammatically correct words of, ‘If you will observe my decrees’]
is to be understood in light of that which is written, ‘I considered
my ways and I returned my feet to your testimonies’. In this
Passuk Dovid Hamelech was saying as follows. “Master of the
Universe! Each and every day I would plan and say to myself, “I
am going to this place and to that residence”, but my feet would
lead me to the Shul and Bais Midrash” [i.e. because Dovid was
so accustomed to walking to Shul and Bais Midrash, his feet
would lead him there, out of habit, even when he set out to go
elsewhere]. Thus it is written, ‘I considered my ways and |
returned my feet to your testimonies’. The Midrash is telling us
that when the Torah says, ‘If you will go in my decrees’, it is
indicating that Hashem wants the Jewish people to habituate
themselves to the study of Torah to such a
degree that they will instinctively go the Shul
and Bais Midrash, where Hashem’s decrees
are studied.

The Yifai To’ar asks on this Midrash; firstly,
was this an act of madness, where Dovid
Hamelech would start going in one direction
and his feet would forcefully lead him in
another direction? Secondly, why indeed
did Dovid consider going to various
places and residences instead of going to
Shul and Bais Midrash to learn Torah?
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The Gemara in Brochos -y 7 discuses a request that Dovid made
of Hashem. ,n"apn »1% 717 R 79 121 2R T°0N °) YWDI NINY TITY
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DT1222 NITIR NITIR D22V 27901 N0 72910 20W 19192 MTIn% DIpR n972
191 072 M990 1 IR — Dovid says in Tehillim, ‘Guard my soul,
foradevoutman Iam’... This is what Dovid said before Hashem:
“Am I not devout, for all the other kings of the East and the West
sleep until three hours into the day, but as for me ‘at midnight [
arise to give thanks to you'... for all the other kings of the East
and the West sit among their company in their glory, but as for

”

me... .

The Iyun Yaakov asks on this Gemara; how can it be that Dovid
would want to receive his compensation for being devout in this
world, rather than reap the obviously much greater reward in the
world to come? He thus explains Dovid’s intention as follows.
Because of the great stress and strain that running a kingdom puts
on its ruler, all kings would unwind by sleeping late, and by
relaxing and enjoying themselves with their friends. Dovid, on the
other hand, didn’t waste his time in relaxation and enjoyment, and
thus didn’t get the opportunity to unwind, and therefore requested
of Hashem that he be protected from collapsing under the great
stress and pressure that he would be under.
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We can explain that, out of concern for his health due to the
strain that ruling a kingdom may carry, Dovid did originally intend
to go ahead and relax, just like the other kings, as the Torah -7 o2
av explicitly commands us, D>mwoi1> T8N DNIWN — And you
shall take great care of your souls. Dovid thus felt it necessary to
go to various places instead of going to learn Torah in order to
relax his mind, but he would subsequently realize that he can
indeed go learn Torah with no need to be concerned about his
health, for the Gemara in Brochos -y n teaches us that pown 93
N PY71 MO’ AMna — Anyone who engages in Torah study,
afflictions keep away from him.

We can now understand the phenomenon
that occurred to Dovid, as he described in
Tehillim. Originally, Dovid would resolve to
go to various places of pleasure so that he can
relax and take care of his health. But he would
then realize that if, alternatively, he would go
learn Torah, there would nonetheless be no
need to be concerned for his health, for the
Torah itself would protect him, and as a
result he would subconsciously turn his
feet to direct him to Shul and Bais Midrash
to learn Torah.

347-496-5657 1nx

zerashimshon.com :1nx1 18

(R MR °Mi?1N2 NWID NWnNW Y1)

Published and distributed by The International Organization to Disseminate the Works of The Zera Shimshon

q . g q q N=/
Translated and written by Rabbi Moshe Spira - yomospira@gmail.com
To receive the Seforim of the Zera Shimshon or for sponsorships and donations please contact: (tﬂ
USA - Rabbi Menachem Binyomin Paskesz 347-496-5657 mbpaskes. mail.com Eretz Yisroel - Rabbi Yisroel Silberberg ]ﬂt’ nw

Zera Shimshon c/o Rabbi B Paskesz 1645 48th Street, Brooktyn NY 11204

052-716-6450 zera277@gmail.com ¢

1190 NNTPNI 1NNVIAI A9 21V 931 21TP1 PN 213 WY?OPA YY1 D2TMYA YY Yyowr1 ,ApIN1 19X 991 1 DWITPA 1NN 13T PPTNA MOT

To subscribe, please send a request to zsen@zerashimshon.co.il or visit our website at www.zerashimshon.com
To hear Shiurim given in many languages on Sefer Zera Shimshon please call 716-229-4808
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