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COMING SOON Bez"H
Fascinating Insights—The Sefer (in English)
Nissan—A Month Unlike Others
Nissan is no ordinary month rather it is special.
This is how the Ohr Hachaim1 explains —ראש חדשים
Nissan—as  ראשis the choicest as in בשמים ראש, choice
spices, since Nissan is the greatest of all months. 2 The
Siduro Shel Shabbos3 writes  ראש חדשיםrefers to the head
like the head of a person where the powers of the body
and its vitality come from the head. In the Sefer Magid
Masharim,4 the Magid tells R’ Yosef Karo that עתך עת
5
דודים, your time was the time of love, refers to the holy
days of Nissan.
R’ Tzadok Hakohen6 tells us that Nissan includes
all the Kedusha of the 12 months. The Shela 7 informs us
that each day in Nissan is like Rosh Chodesh as it says
החדש הזה לכם ראש חדשים, each day of this month is like a
Rosh Chodesh. As a result, there is no Tachanun this
entire month. In a letter dated Motzai Shabbos, Parshas
Acharei Mos in the year ( תרמ"ו1886), the Avnei Nazer8
writes to R’ Chaim Berlin, who asked him questions on
matters regarding Pesach, that it is hard for me to answer
because these days of Nissan are so precious as it is שעה
כיום יחשב, an hour is like a day. However, since I was
asked very much for an answer as it is for his Oneg and
Simchas Yom Tov, I took a little time to answer. In fact,
the Shem Mishmuel testifies about his father, the Avnei
Nazer, that in the days of Nissan he would go around in
the upper worlds and because of the great Kedusha of
these days, he didn’t need to sleep!9
************************************************
Broken Engagements

We know that breaking a Shiduch (engagement)
is no small matter. We see the seriousness of a broken
engagement from the following words of the Gra,
although we don’t follow it: It is preferable to get married
and then divorced rather than break a Shiduch (if the
Shiduch had Tennaim). It should be noted that a Cheirem,
excommunication was placed upon a person who broke a
Shiduch, although some say that this only applies if this
Cheirem was written into a document beforehand.
Concerning dating someone who had a broken
engagement, one should be certain that a Shtar
Mechila—where the offended side writes a letter of
forgiveness to the side that initiated the break—stating
that they forgive the other side wholeheartedly for the
embarrassment and that they absolve them of any
obligation owed to them, was written.10 R’ Moshe
Feinstein11 wrote in regards to a case of a broken
engagement that a Shtar Mechila is necessary. Since the
lingering effects can have devastating consequences in
the future as many people unfortunately experienced, R’
Shternbuch12 advises even after receiving the Shtar
Mechila, it is best to go before three people and request
that if you deserve Cheirem, they should absolve the
Cheirem. The three people should then answer מותר לך
מותר לך מותר לך, you are unbound. Although this is not
customary, if there is a concern that one side caused
extreme grief to the other side and it is fitting to be
excommunicated for this since there wasn’t a sufficient
reason to break the engagement, it is wise to do this. If
however there was a legitimate reason to break off the
engagement, this is not necessary.
Regarding Shadchanus of a broken engagement,
the Aruch Hashulchan13 rules that if a Shiduch is broken,
the Shadchan can keep the Shadchanus. In a case where
the Shadchan wasn’t paid, and the wedding was called
off, R’ Nissim Karelitz14 relates that it is a Machlokes
between the Taz and the Beis Shmuel 15 if the Shadchan
gets paid in such a case. This applies where the Shiduch
fell through after the Tennaim as if it happened before,
then the Shadchan doesn’t get paid. If the Shadchan was
paid early, the Shadchan must return the money.
************************************************
Prayer Revival
The Gemara tells us that Tefilla corresponds to
the  תמידoffering16 ()קרבן.17 This is shown in the following:
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Shemos 12:2.
Shemos 30:23.
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6:3:1, s.v. ויש לומר.
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Beginning of Parshas Emor.
5
Yechezkal 16:8.
6
Pri Tzadik, Parshas Hachodesh, 2. R’ Tzadok Hakohen says elsewhere
(מחשבות חרוץ, p. 63, s.v.  )וכללthat on Rosh Chodesh Nissan one can attain
the great light from the light of Moshiach.
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Meachta Pesachim, Perek Ner Mitzva, 6.
8
שו"ת, Orach Chaim, 336. The Chidushai Harim (Likutai Harim, Nissan,
s.v.  )שם החודשpoints out that the name of Nissan is supernatural as  ניסןis
sourced in נס, miracle, that which is above nature. Each person can
remove himself from his negative nature.
9
אביר הרועים, 264, 299.
2
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See Sridei Aish, 1:91. Most authorities rule that merely receiving oral
forgiveness is not sufficient. See the Dvar Yehoshua, Choshen Mishpat
3:5. Also,  תשובות והנהגות1:735.
11
Igros Moshe, אבן העזר, 4:85.
12
תשובות והנהגות, 2:622.
13
Even Haezer 50:42. See also Aruch Hashulchan, Choshen Mishpat
185:11.
14
Chut Shani, Shabbos, volume 3, p. 243:10.
15
Even Haezer, 50:23.
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The Rema Mipano (Asara Maamaros, מאמר אם כל חי, 3:23) writes that
Eliyahu still offers the two Korban Tamids daily even though the Beis
Hamikdash is destroyed. He continues further that the skins of the
Kodshim (Korbanos)… they say that Eliyahu makes scrolls and writes

A) In Shemoneh Esrei in the Bracha of —רצהAvoda,
Temple Service—we say ובתפלתם והשב את העבודה לדביר ביתך
...ואשי ישראל ותפלתם, be favorable toward their prayer and
restore the service to the Holy of Holies of Your Temple,
The fire offerings of Israel and their prayer accept
favorably.18
B) It is written והביאותים אל הר קדשי ושמחתים בבית תפלתי
...עולתיהם וזבחיהם,19 I will bring them to My holy mountain
and gladden them in My House of prayer, their elevation
and feast offerings will find favor on My Altar. That is to
say, הר קדשי, the Beis Hamikdash where קרבנות, offerings
were brought is also בית תפלתי, house of prayer.
C) At the conclusion of Shemoneh Esrei we say יהי
...וערבה לה' מנחת יהודה...שיבנה בית המקדש...רצון, may it be the
will of Hashem that the Beis Hamikdash should be
rebuilt…then the offering of Yehuda will be pleasing to
You, as Tefilla is in place of Avoda.20
Since Tefilla is in the place of קרבנות, we should
daven in that way.21
1) A  קרבןis a ריח ניחוח, pleasing aroma to Hashem. This is
how our davening should be. This can be done by
davening with a pleasant voice, being on time and so on.
2) Just as  קרבנותare in a set place, so too one should have
a מקום קבוע, set place for Tefilla.
3) For קרבנות, a גוף נקי, clean body is necessary. The same
applies when we daven as one can’t daven if he needs to
use the bathroom and the like.
4) A  קרבןis offered while the Kohen stands. 22 This is just
as the main parts of Tefilla must be recited while
standing.
5) The recital of Tefilla (Shemoneh Esrei) is in the plural
(as in סלח לנו, forgive us, רפאנו, heal us, and so on) similar

the merits of each one of the Jewish people. The Meil Tzedaka (246)
writes the sages said in Aggada that if not for Eliyahu, we wouldn’t have
been able to live with the wicked Edomites as since the Beis Hamikdash
was destroyed, Eliyahu offers two Karbon Tamids daily and he writes on
the skins Mitzvos and Tzedakos that the Jewish people do daily.
17
Brachos 26b. That is, Shacharis and Mincha. Mussaf corresponds to
the Korban Mussaf and Maariv to the limbs and fats of the Korbanos
(See though the Rambam in Hilchos Tefilla 1:6 and Tur, Orach Chaim 235
that Maariv corresponds to the burning of the limbs and fats remaining
from the afternoon Tamid). A hint to that Tefilla corresponds to the
 קרבן תמידis the following: Tefilla is called עבודה שבלב, service that is
performed in the heart (Taanis 2a). If we go inside the word ( לבas בלב
means in the  בית—)לב,—למדwe form the word תמיד. It also has been
pointed out that the heart is that which constantly pumps which is the
meaning of the word תמיד, constant.
18
In the Bracha of רצה, we say תמיד עבודת ישראל, may the service of your
people always be favorable. This also alludes to the  קרבן תמידin which
Tefilla takes its place.
19
Yeshaya 56:7.
20
Orach Chaim 123:1. In a similar vein, it is written ונשלמה פרים שפתינו, let
our lips substitute for our bulls (Hoshea 14:3). Also, תכון תפלתי קטרת, let
my prayer stand as incense before You (Tehillim 141:2).
21
Shulchan Aruch and Tur Orach Chaim 98:4.
22
See Sota 38a.

to  קרבנותthat are brought as a קרבן צבור, communal
offering.
6) We do הפשט ונתוח, skinning the animal and cutting it
into pieces. In a similar way, we must do the same in that
we prepare our mind before davening, humble ourselves
and realize we are about to daven to Hashem, the source
of everything.23
7) Just as the wrong thought (thinking to eat it beyond
the time limit or in the wrong place) invalidates a קרבן,
likewise, we must not have a מחשבה זרה, foreign thought
during Tefilla.
8) Salt is placed on על כל קרבנך תקריב מלח—קרבנות, on every
offering, offer salt.24 Similarly, we should daven with
tears (which are salty).25
9) Just as the Kohen’s feet must be aligned during his
עבודה, service, similarly, during Shemoneh Esrei, our feet
should be aligned.
 קרבנותconnect us to Hashem. This is shown in the
word  קרבןas it is rooted in קרוב, to come close because it
brings us closer to Hashem. Similarly, Tefilla is an
expression of connection as in ים נפתלתי-נפתולי אלה.26
How much can one attach himself to Hashem
during Tefilla? The Baal Hatanya needed to be revived
many times in the middle of Tefilla because of his דביקות,
attachment to Hashem. When the Kedushas Levi would
daven, no one was able to go near him because of the
abundant Kedusha. The Shomer Emunim 27 relates that a
רשע גמור, completely wicked person that heard the
Tefilla of the Kedushas Levi would do Teshuva against
his will! His Tefilla would even cause non-Jews to
convert!!!
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With other Mitzvos, there is the action of the Mitzva that one is doing.
A person shakes his Lulav and so on. However, when it comes to the
Avoda in the Beis Hamikdash, the Kohen was actually part of it as if the
Kohen had a blemish, the entire  קרבןwas invalid. The same is with Tefilla
as we are also part of the Tefilla itself (שערים בתפלה, p. 132-3).
24
Vayikra 2:13.
25
The Kesav Sofer (see Drashos Ksav Sofer, p. 150) in the Hesped of his
father, the Chassam Sofer, said that the Tefillos of his father three times
daily were with tears in great measure— תפלתו ג' פעמים בכל יום בדמעות
שליש. In the Sefer Minhagai Chassam Sofer ( אות יג, )פ"אit is written about
the Chassam Sofer: he was always lengthy in his Tefillos and all were
davened with great Kavana along with tears in great measure. In the
Sefer ( מנהגי רבותינו והליכותיהםChelek Minhagei Chassam Sofer, chapter
1,p. 13), it is related what the daughter of the Chassam Sofer, Rebbitzen
Simcha Lehman, reported: My father had three Tallasim he would daven
with. Nearly every month we needed to wash one Tallis since due to the
many tears of my father that he had from davening, his Tallis became
sweaty and black.
26
Breishis 30:8 with Rashi. The Gemara tells us that Halachos can be
learned from Chana’s Tefilla (Brachos 31a). Chana dedicated Shmuel—
the child Chana davened for—to Hashem (Shmuel 1, 27:28). Likewise,
we should daven and dedicate ourselves to Hashem.
27
Shomer Emunim, Pischu Shearim, 19.

