Fascinating INSIGHTS

o"wn IR 'Y jaknibs
March 8, 2020 7" year, edition 325
To join the thousands of recipients and receive these insights free on a
weekly email, obtain previous articles, feedback, comments,
suggestions (on how to spread the insights of this publication further,
make it more appealing or anything else), to support or dedicate this
publication which has been in six continents and over thirty-five
countries, or if you know anyone who is interested in receiving these
insights weekly, please contact the author, Rabbi Yehoshua Alt, at
yalt3285@gmail.com. Thank you.

TR PAXY 12 NI ORI DAw N9

Archives: https://parshasheets.com/?s=Rabbi+Yehoshua+Alt

Please feel free to print some copies of this publication
and distribute it in your local Shul for the public, having a
hand in spreading Torah.

COMING SOON Bez"H

Fascinating Insights—The Sefer (in English)

Hinting to Hitting
The Mateh Moshe tells us the reason for the

custom to bang when Haman’s name is mentioned in the
Megila when we read it in Shul is to erase his name as in
Pony Ior1...amn, erase the memory of Amalek.' Indeed, R’
Pinchas Koritzer explains 7nn as in *om1 "nn, to hit, bang. A
hint to this custom is found in ywa7 M7 32 ar M, if the
wicked one is liable to get hit,” in which the end letters
spell 1an.2

The Kav Hayashar* tells us that to fulfill this
Pasuk, when R’ Heshil would test his quill (pen) to see if it
worked, he would write the name Py or 17 and then

erase it.
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Prayerful Purim
Regarding giving Tzadeka on Purim uvwow *n %3

17 @M1 7v% 177, whoever puts forth his hand for money,
give him.? This also refers to Tefila as if we put forth our
hands toward Hashem in Tefila on Purim, He will answer
us.® This is what Purim is about. The Maharal writes
...because the salvation of the Jews in this Geula was the
power of Tefila...” Elsewhere, he tells us the miracle of
Purim is because Hashem heard our Tefila...and there

' Shemos 17:14. See the Rema in Orach Chaim 690:17. See Mishna Brura
in 689:19 who rebukes those who bring their children who come to Shul
just to bang by Haman which causes disturbances.

? Devarim 25:2.

* Levush, 690:17.

* Chapter 99. Taamai Haminhagim, p. 376. R’ Tzvi Hirsch Kaidanover
(1648-1712) authored the Sefer Kav Hayashar. In the introductions to his
father’s Birchas Shmueland to Kav Hayashar, he describes the
sufferings of his family during the Chmielnitzki uprising and the Swedish
War. He also describes his being persecuted together with his son in
Slutzk, where both were imprisoned and tortured as a result of a false
accusation. The Kav Hayashar was one of the most influential and
widely circulated ethical works of the eighteenth century. The title of
the Sefer 2w 2p is called so because 2p is 102 in Gematria and there are
102 chapters. Also, his name, "2% has a Gematria of 102. His second name
w2 rearranged spells 223 (His name was w71 °ax.).

%> Orach Chaim 694:3.

® See Esther 9:31, Mishna Brura 686:2.

7 Ohr Chodosh, s.v. xinm 27. The Gemara (Megila 12b) expounds the
names “¥ynw ,7X° and P in ...RY 12 907 M MW, Mordechai, the son of
Yair, son of Shimi, son of Kish (Esther 2:5). He is called the son of %
because he was a son who brightened (°x77) the eyes of the Jews
through Tefila. "vnw 12, he was the son whose Tefilos Hashem heard....

hasn’t been another Geula where we were in a Tzara and
Hashem heard our Tefila® like this one.?

The Pasuk states 71 7% 1037 TNORW 77)...N0KR? 7217 7AR7
wym 7w Inwp3,”° the king said to Esther...what is your request
now? It shall be granted to you. What is your petition further? It
shall be fulfilled. This alludes to Tefila on Purim as 77»11 refers to
Hashem." He says 1nox?, to each person who is in a position of
concealment of Hashem (2°15 1no1), that whatever you ask for, |
will give it.” The Nesivos Shalom tells us that even a decree that
is written and sealed with the stamp of The King (Hashem), an:
T9n nyava ann, can be torn up on Purim.

Let us cite the incredible words of R’ Yitzchak Isaac of
Kamarna:" "I received from my teachers that on the two days
of Purim,”® someone with a small Neshama can ascend to the
%271, hall in heaven, of a great Tzadik, without any disturbance.
Also, all Tefillos go up to the highest levels (qn>) without
deterrence, without being checked whether he is worthy.... |
received this silently, in a whisper, and | am passing it on like a
227, one who repeats secrets, because of my love for Jews.”
So, Tefila during the days of Purim ascends to the 7237 X0d,
throne of glory without any prevention or scrutiny.

On Purim, the supplications of any simple Jew go
straight to the 7271 X03 as is alluded to in oM o°21pn, the
Jews who are close to Hashem and those who are further.™
They, too, can get answered with their Tefilos on Purim.

The Divrei Shmuel” points out that the first letters of
what we say in Nishmas (Nusach Sefard) ywn) 2°wpn 273 npyy,
the screams of the destitute You listen to and save, spell mxn,
the week that Purim usually comes out in. This alludes to the
special power of Tefila at this time. In relating the discourses of
the Sages, the Gemara says ®Xnw1d °Xa% xnnd 7% 1o, he
introduced his lecture on Esther..." This statement hints to the
power of Tefila on this day as it is a day (Xnw19 *&n%) when we
can break through (xnn°s 7% mno) with our Tefilos."™

® After the Rambam lists the 613 Mitzvos, he explains how the Rabbinic
Mitzvos fit into this system. He talks about Purim and writes: The
prophets with the courts ordained and commanded that the Megila be
read at its time in order to recall the praise of Hashem and the salvation
He wrought for us, and He was close to our cries. This is so that we will
bless and extol Him »1 *» *2 7702 am0aaw m MaRY 2°K37 MMT2 3°1a% 7101
THR AR 732 07K 170 POX 002 27198 12 WX T3, and inform the future
generations of the truth of the Torah's promise, "For which is a great
nation that has a God Who is so close to it, as is Hashem, our God,
whenever we call to Him” (Devarim 4:7). So, Chazal made Purim to tell
us davening works.

® Ohr Chodosh, Hakdama. The Maharal also writes Esther knew with
complete clarity that the only way to overcome Haman was through
Tefila (Ohr Chodosh, s.v. 210 72271 29 X).

'° Esther 9:12.

" See Esther Rabba 3:10.

 The Shem Mishmuel (1971, s.v. 9p211) says that every Jew on Purim can
say to Hashem (just as Tzadikim decree and Hashem fulfills) to hang
Haman and erase his name from his heart.

3 Esther 3:12.

' Sefer Nidvas Leiv.

> Because we may be so busy on Purim with Mishloach Manos, the
Megila, the Seuda and so on, Hashem gave us another day of Purim so
that we can be free to accomplish with our Tefilos among other things.
' Esther 9:20.

7 Brought in the Beis Avraham in Tetzave.

*® Megila 10b-11a.

' 1t of course is no coincidence that 377 is also called s (Shekalim

5:1).
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The Gemara™ relates that Rabba and R’ Zeira had the
Purim Seuda together where they became intoxicated.” Then
X7T "% munw 137 ap, Rabba arose and slew R’ Zeira. Another
explanation is that on Purim, a special day for Tefila. So 1121 op—
arise and daven for big things (721 means big, great) because
you can be answered. X711 "7 vnw—don’t settle for asking for
little on Purim, as X717 can be interpreted to mean small as in
XIVT.
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Poor Purim

It saysIyI? WR NIn MPwn) A0 a¥ AW a0 v,
therefore Jewish villagers who live in unwalled towns celebrate
the 14™ day of Adar as an occasion of gladness and feasting, for
holiday-making and for sending delicacies to one another. Three
Pesukim later it says w17 WX mMIn mowm anawY Anwn 0.
anrard nunmy,*® the month which had been transformed for
them from one of sorrow to gladness and from mourning to
festivity. They were to observe them as days of feasting and
gladness and for sending delicacies to one another and gifts to
the poor. Comparing these two Pesukim we notice
discrepancies. Why does it say 21 av only in the first Pasuk?
Also, why does it mention 2°11°2ax? nn» only in the later Pasuk?

The Gemara® says concerning Purim that only the
prohibitions against eulogy and fasting did the Jews accept
upon themselves but not the prohibition against work. This is
why it doesn’t say 21 av in the later Pasuk because the Jews
didn’t accept upon themselves to abstain from work on Purim.
The Gra® explains that originally they wanted to make Purim a
Yom Tov in which you can’t deal with money. Consequently,
they didn’t institute o°1ax> mana. However, in the end, when
they didn’t make it a Yom Tov, they instituted o°11°a8% mann.
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For One and For All

Why did Haman want to kill all the Jews if only

Mordechai didn’t bow to him?*

A leader includes all the people and as the Midrash
says M7 723 X M7 wr1.¥ Consequently, the word 17 is
composed of the same letters as 0?5 since he includes everyone.
This is just as the Rambam?®® states that a king is 9ap 93 29
x>

We see this with our leader Moshe who was also a
king.° R’ Chaim Volozhiner® teaches us that Moshe includes all

*° Megila 7b.

' parenthetically, once, when wine ran out at a Purim Seuda, the
Chassam Sofer said he has a tradition from his Rebbe, R’ Nosson Adler,
that there is a certain name of Hashem that if he used he can have wine
pouring out from the walls. However, the Chassam Sofer chose not to
use the name of Hashem for such purposes.

? Esther 9:19.

? Esther 9:22.

** Megila sb.

** Hamaor Hagadol, p. 518-9.

* Kav Hayashar, 98.

¥ Tanchuma in Chukas 23. See Bamidbar 21:21, Rashi, Taamai
Haminhagim, p. 282.

8 Hilchos Melachim 3:6. See Eruchin 17a on the Machlokes of whether
the generation parallels its leader or the leader to his generation. The
greater the leader, the greater the people could be (Shaarei Orah, Vol 1
Nisayon HaMann).

* In a similar vein, the letters of 79n are in the middle of the Alef-Beis
since he is the one that connects the nation.

3° Zevachim 102a. See Yisro 18:1, Rashi.

3! Likutai Maamarim printed at the end of Nefesh Hachaim 15. After R’
Chaim Volozhin passed away, his student, R’ Dovid Tevel, author of the
Nachalas Dovid, wrote about his Rebbe the following: R’ Chaim once
needed to find a source for a certain Halacha so he reviewed the entire
Shas in three days. Shas Bavli, Yerushalmi, Sifri, Sifra, Tosefta, Mechilta,
Zohar and Kisvei Arizal were all carved out in his head, all his Torah was
established on his lips—7now v 17> 115° (Mishlei 22:18).

600,000 2R MW, Indeed, Twn forms an acronym for 2w pn
nmwan. Therefore, Moshe brings Torah of 600,000 letters as
each letter corresponds to a Jew and he includes all Jews.?* This
is alluded to in *33-1-7-> 72 7wy, Moshe servant of Hashem, as it
is the initials "ny. Similarly, this is the meaning in Rashi who
states Moshe was X 93 7310 7pw.34 For this reason, 1nag 11onn
Smawg, from his dwelling place he oversees, contain the initials
mwn as he includes everyone. In light of the above we have a
novel explanation in 12772 238 WK oy v 9P MRB WY as
Moshe is in each of the 600,000.

Our original question is now answered as Mordechai
not bowing is just a manifestation of the rest of Klal Yisrael

since he is the leader thereby including everyone.?”
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Pumping Party
It says when Achashveirosh displayed the riches of his

glorious kingdom...180 days.3® Why was the party exactly 180
days? This seems like a random number.

1) Nevuchchadnetzar amassed vast treasures that were
recovered by Coresh and then inherited by Achashveirosh.
Nevuchadnetzar’s  treasures filled 1,080 storehouses.
Achashveirosh wanted to show off each of these treasure
chests but that would be unbecoming, to blatantly gather the
people to display his wealth. He therefore made such a feast
where each day when the festivities were at their height, he
would invite them to view his treasures. He showed them six
per day as the Midrash® relates that Achashveirosh would open
six treasure houses and show their contents to the people at his
party each day. Showing off six treasures a day, it took 180 days
to show off all 1,080!%°

2) The Yalkut Me’am Loaz explains based on the Yalkut
Shimoni*' that these treasure houses contained the gold and
silver vessels of the Beis Hamikdash. The Pasuk* says that the

number of vessels Nevuchadnetzar looted from the Beis
Hamikdash and that Achasveirosh later acquired was 5,400. It is
clear from the Gemara® that the term 1%, storehouse refers to
a place that contains no less than five vessels. Thus, if
Achashveirsoh invited his guests into six storehouses of
treasure each day, he showed them 30 vessels per day. Over 180
days he was able to show them all 5,400!

Rabbi Alt merited to learn under the tutelage of R’ Mordechai
Friedlander Ztz”| for close to five years. He received Semicha from R’
Zalman Nechemia Goldberg. Rabbi Alt has written on numerous topics
for various websites and publications. He lives with his wife and family
in a suburb of Yerushalayim where he studies, writes and teaches. The
author is passionate about teaching Jews of all levels of observance.

3 |n fact, %X are the first letters 7mn% NPMN 127 DWw WO,

3 Yehoshua 12:6, 22:2.

3* The Midrash (Shir Hashirim Rabba 1:64) says 7x7w" X nwn 2pw
wnd.

% Tehillim 33:14. When one is walking down a staircase, the head follows
the body in its descent. Similarly, the leader is the head and the nation is
the body. Accordingly, if the nation sins, the leader also takes a step
down. This is just as we see in our Parsha that when the sin of the Eigel
was committed, Hashem told Moshe 71 7> to which Rashi says T
I, go down from your greatness (See also R’ Tzadok Hkohen in
Divrei Sofrim 24).

3¢ Bamidbar 11:21.

¥ This is the deeper meaning in (Esther 3:6) *>7 ov—everyone is
included in Mordechai.

* Esther 1:4.

* Esther Rabba 2:1.

* Hamaor Hagadol, p. 510-1.

*! Esther 1046.

2 Ezra t:11.

* Shabbos 126b.




